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1. God’s desire for us is more than the moral responsibility to repair what is broken, it is the deep and harsh heart cry 

of a Lover for His beloved.  What the Hebrew writers describes as the “sounding of the bowels,” (cf. Is. 63:15, SS 5:4).  

Men understand that gut wrenching feeling of love, a feeling that can today transfer to the Church: Friend of the 

Bridegroom.  Women can understand better being the object of love.  Men can make God the object of our love.  

God as Father helps us to understand an aspect of God, but let’s not forget the great passion of God as Husband.  It 

is no mistake that the bible portrays our idolatries as adultery. 

a. At the beginning of the Bible we find God creating marriage and then coming oft in the cool of the day to bask in 

their communed love.  (cf. Gen. 3:8) 

b. At the end of the Bible we find coming down to dwell among His people, to celebrate the wedding supper of the 

Lamb.  (cf. Rev. 19) 

c. SS 5:2-10, “I sleep, but my heart is awake; it is the voice of my beloved! He knocks, saying, "Open for me, my 

sister, my love, My dove, my perfect one; for my head is covered with dew, My locks with the drops of the night."  

I have taken off my robe; how can I put it on again?  I have washed my feet; how can I defile them?  My beloved 

put his hand by the latch of the door, and my heart yearned for him. [Literally: sounding of the bowels.]  I arose 

to open for my beloved, and my hands dripped with myrrh, My fingers with liquid myrrh, on the handles of the 

lock.  I opened for my beloved, but my beloved had turned away and was gone.  My heart leaped up when he 

spoke. I sought him, but I could not find him; I called him, but he gave me no answer.  The watchmen who went 

about the city found me.  They struck me, they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took my veil away from me.  

I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my beloved, that you tell him I am lovesick!  What is your 

beloved more than another beloved, O fairest among women?  What is your beloved More than another beloved, 

that you so charge us?  My beloved is white and ruddy, Chief among ten thousand.” 

i. Asks her to open for Him, Rev. 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and 

opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” 

ii. But she’s comfortable; she’s already washed her feet!  The Shulamite is here brought back to the customs as 

well as to the home of her earlier rural life; but although she should thus have been enabled to reach a deeper 

and more lively consciousness of the grace of the king, who stoops to an equality with her, yet she does not 

meet his love with an equal requital. She is unwilling for his sake to put herself to trouble, or to do that which 

is disagreeable to her. 

iii. He then walks away.  Heb. 3:14-15, “For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our 

confidence steadfast to the end, while it is said: "TODAY, IF YOU WILL HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR 

HEARTS AS IN THE REBELLION."” 

2. Remember that God is a Triune God – He is the definition of community. God’s love is so immense, so perfect that 

He cannot restrain Himself from loving others.  He greatly desires to dwell among His people…  

a. In their cities…  Ps._24:7 “Lift up your heads, O you gates!  And be lifted up, you everlasting doors!  And the King 

of glory shall come in.” 

i. Eze_43:7, “And He said to me, "Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, 

where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel forever.  No more shall the house of Israel defile My holy 

name, they nor their kings, by their harlotry or with the carcasses of their kings on their high places.” 
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ii. Zec_8:3, 8, "Thus says the LORD: 'I will return to Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem shall be 

called the City of Truth, the Mountain of the LORD of hosts, the Holy Mountain…   I will bring them back, and 

they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. They shall be My people And I will be their God, In truth and 

righteousness.'” 

iii. Rev. 21:1-2, “Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of 

God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and 

be their God.” 

b. In us…  

i. 1 Cor. 3:16, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” 

ii. 2 Cor. 6:16, “And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. 

As God has said: "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM. I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL 

BE MY PEOPLE."” 

c. The shadow and the narrative of the meta-narrative God planted in creation.  What we call the “One Story,” the 

story that explains all other stories, all other narratives in our lives. 

i. Marriage, Friendship, filial affection, etc. 

ii. Books and movies 

1. Horse & rider as one, gun as an extension of his hand, etc. 

3. Oneness in worship 

a. This is far more than “Jesus is my girlfriend” songs, this is “bowel wrenching” worship of God that results in 

radical and crazy behavior.  Men and Women worship God differently.  Gen. 1:27, “So God created man in His 

own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” 

i. Manly worship of God is filled with testosterone and works. 

ii. Feminine worship of God is filled with nurture and fellowship. 

b. Worship is the giving and receiving of love.   

c. Worship is warfare. 

4. Oneness in unity.  Unity is powerful, Gen.  11:5-8, “But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the 

sons of men had built.  And the LORD said, "Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is 

what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.  Come, let Us go down and 

there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech."  So the LORD scattered them 

abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city.”  We see the beginning of the 

restoration process when God gives new tongues that end up uniting the people of God.  (cf. Acts 2:7-8) 

a. Unity in marriage.  Mt. 19:4-6, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning 'MADE THEM MALE 

AND FEMALE,' and said, 'FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO 

HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH'?  So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore 

what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

b. Unity in the Church 

i. Jn. 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 

love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

ii. Jn. 17:21-24, “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; they 

all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may 

believe that You sent Me.  And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as 

We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know 

that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.  Father, I desire that they also whom You 
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gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved 

Me before the foundation of the world.” 

iii. 1 Tim. 2:8, “I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 

doubting;” 

iv. The need to practice hospitality.  (cf. Mt. 25:34-46, Luke 14:12-14, 1 Tim. 3:2, 1 Tim. 5:10, Heb. 13:20)  

v. The Church as “Family” and as “Army.”   1 Thess. 2:7, 11, “… a nursing mother cherishes her own children.  

…We exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father does his own children…”   Risk & 

security; you are safe in here, because it is unsafe out there. 

5. Oneness in ministry 

a. God equipping us with gifts to work with Him.  Hudson Taylor wrote, “God’s work done God’s way never lacks 

God’s means.”  

b. Hand in glove.  Mark 13:11, “But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, or 

premeditate what you will speak. But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is not you who speak, 

but the Holy Spirit.” (cf. Mt. 10:19, Luke 12:11) 

c. The “I’ve got your back” sentiment; the “one another’s” 

d. Band of Brothers, “we few, we happy few…” 

6. The hard labor of Oneness; open the latch on our hearts. 

a. The conscious and conscientious choice of deferring.  Setting aside our traditions, God doesn’t always come at 

our most convenient times or in the most convenient way. 

b. The sacrifice of time and preferences. 

c. Today, if you will hear His voice…  

d. Hosea the prophet was called to marry a woman that was a prostitute, and who returned to prostitution.  

Nevertheless, Hosea was to love her and keep her, an endearing and sad narrative of the ongoing meta-

narrative today. Hos. 11:4, “I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love, and I was to them as those who 

take the yoke from their neck.  I stooped and fed them.” 

 


