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1. Introduction to the new series 

a. Perhaps a better word would be “reformation” rather than “restoration.”  Rom. 12:2, “And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 

that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”   

b. Role of worldview within us and our culture; the “lens” through which we see and understand the world 

around us.  Worldview is defined and determined by our beliefs. 

c. Os Guinness said, “Unless this generation of American evangelicals confronts its centuries old habit of 

anti-intellectualism, we don't have the slightest chance of penetrating modern society for Christ."  And 

Francis Schaeffer wrote, "The primary battle is a spiritual in the heavenlies.  But this does not mean, 

therefore, that the battle we are in is otherworldly or outside of human history… The spiritual battle has its 

counterpart in the visible world, in the minds of men and women and in every area of human culture.  In 

the realm of space and time, the heavenly battle is fought on the human stage."  

2. The nature and character of God 

a. The Natural Attributes of God 

i. Eternel, Immutable, Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscient 

b. The Moral Attributes of God 

i. Holy, Just, Truthful, Compassionate, Merciful, Love, Faithful, Jealous, and Patient, to name just a few. 

c. God as community; God is eternally and perfectly in communion. 

i. Gen. 1:26, “Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…”  “Elohim” 

[Strong’s #H430] as the plural form of God and is used 2,601 times in the Bible always followed by the 

singular form of a verb. 

ii. Mt. 3:13-17, “…When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, 

the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 

upon Him.  And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased.” 

iii. Mt. 28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” 

iv. 2 Cor. 13:14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. Amen.” 

3. The Persons of the Trinity 

a. Our understanding of Christ cannot be separated from our understanding of the Trinity. Deny 

the Trinity, and you will lose the biblical Christ; affirm the Christ of scripture, the Son who was sent by the 

Father and who sent the Holy Spirit, and you will find that your God is the Trinity.  Only the Christian God 

is triune, and therefore, to deny the Trinity is to say that, historically, apostate Judaism and Islam have 

been right about the being of God, while Christianity has been wrong. 
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b. The Creeds: Nicene (381) and Athanasian (500).  These ancient creeds of the Christian faith define the 

divinity and co-being of each person in the face of dangerous heresies of their day.  “Filioque” phrase 

divided Western & Eastern churches. 

i. “To arbitrarily discard the Nicene Creed is to place oneself outside of historic Christian orthodoxy  To 

place Nicene orthodoxy in the category of over-scrupulous doctrinal precisianism is, in effect, to declare 

the entire church (except for strands of American evangelicalism, apparently) from 381 to the present 

day to be wrong-headed. True catholic Christianity has always regarded Nicene orthodoxy as vital. An 

evangelicalism which argues for the basic irrelevance of such is simply not part of that catholic tradition; 

rather than being generously connected to other believers, it effectively isolates itself from the 

mainstream Christian tradition.”  [Carl Trueman] 

c. The Westminster Catechism of 1647.  In 1643, during a period of civil war, the English "Long Parliament" 

(under the control of Presbyterian Puritans) convened an Assembly of Divines (mostly Puritan ministers, 

including a few influential Scottish commissioners) at Westminster Abbey in London. Their task was to 

advise Parliament on how to bring the Church of England into greater conformity with the Church of 

Scotland and the Continental Reformed churches. 

i. There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are 

one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory. 

d. Heretical views of the Trinity: 

i. “Modalism” (a.k.a. Sabellianism) is a “heretical view that denies the individual persons of the Trinity. [It] 

views biblical terminology of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit as merely modes of existence 

or manifestations of the one God” (Stephen Nichols, For Us and Our Salvation, p. 153).  Modern groups 

in this general category are the Oneness Pentecostal groups known as the United Pentecostal and 

United Apostolic Churches.  However, the present day modalists maintain that God's name is Jesus.  

Thereby requiring baptism "in Jesus' name" not "in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit" 

for salvation.  [T.D. Jakes?] 

ii. “Dynamic Monarchianism” teaches that God is the Father and that Jesus is only a man, denied the 

personal subsistence of the Logos and taught that the Holy Spirit was a force or presence of God the 

Father.  Present day groups in this category are the Jehovah's Witnesses, Christadelphians, and 

Unitarians. 

iii. “Adoptionism” – God granted Jesus powers and then adopted him as a Son. 

iv. “Apollinarianism” – Jesus’ divine will was overshadowed and replaced the human. 

v. “Arianism” – Jesus was a lesser, created being. 

vi. “Docetism” – Jesus was divine, but only seemed to be human. 

vii. “Kenosis” – Jesus gave up some divine attributes while on earth. 

viii. “Monophysitism” – Jesus had only one nature: divine. 

ix. “Socinianism” – Denial of the Trinity, Jesus is a deified man. 

x. “Subordinationism” – The Son is lesser than the Father in essence and or attributes. [Paul Young of The 

Shack?] 

xi. “Tritheism” – the Trinity is really three separate gods. 

e. The Father 

i. Sent the Son to earth for the salvation of men, draws men to Jesus, and told Jesus what to say and do.  

(cf. Jn. 5:30, 36, Jn. 6:39, 44, Jn. 8:18, 29, 42, Jn. 12:49) 
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ii. 1Co_8:6, “yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live.” 

iii. Eph. 3:14-15, “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the 

whole family in heaven and earth is named…” 

f. The Son – Christ, as our redeemer, executes the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in his 

estate of humiliation and exaltation.  Fully divine and fully man at the same time; two separate natures. 

i. Col. 2:15-23, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by Him all things 

were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.  And He is 

before all things, and in Him all things consist.  And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.  For it pleased 

the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, 

whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.  And 

you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in 

the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight 

– if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of 

the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, 

became a minister.” 

ii. Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his word and Spirit, the will of God for our 

salvation.  (cf. Acts 3:22-23, Heb. 1:1-2) 

iii. Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, 

and reconcile us to God; and in making continual intercession for us.  (cf. Heb. 4:14-15, Heb. 5:5-6) 

iv. Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, and in 

restraining and conquering all his and our enemies.  (cf. Is. 9:6-7, Luke 1:32-33, Jn. 18:37, 1 Cor. 15:25) 

g. The Holy Spirit 

i. Gen. 1:2, “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the 

Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”  “Hovering” is “râchaph” [Strong’s #H7363] 

meaning “to brood.” 

ii. Jn. 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” 

iii. Jn. 16:7-11, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 

away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.  And when He has come, He 

will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe 

in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the 

ruler of this world is judged.” 

iv. Jn. 16:14-15, “He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.  All things that 

the Father has are Mine.  Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.” 

v. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of it to us by 

his Holy Spirit.  The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us, and 

thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.  Effectual calling is the work of God's Spirit, whereby, 

convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing 

our wills, he persuades and enables us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel. 

4. The Father’s heart 
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a. “Parable of the Prodigal Son” Luke 15:11-32  Why did the younger son leave?  Who are we in the story?  

Once the son turned back, the father runs and embraces him before the son can even get the words out, 

which then spill out in that moment of intimacy with father. 

b. Rom. 8:15, “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 

adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."” 

i. As children we grow in our maturity and our expression.  Example of Father’s Day and Birthday cards 

from my kids that I’ve received. 

c. “Grace and peace from God our Father…” cited 15 times in the epistles and in all of Paul’s letters. 

5. The reformation of the people of God begins by conforming our understanding of God to what the scriptures 

teach.  C.S. Lewis wrote, “There is no neutral ground in the universe, every square inch, every split second is 

claimed by God and counterclaimed by Satan.” 

 

 

The Nicene Creed written in 381AD during the Council of Constantinople 

 Usually associated with the Council of Constantinople this symbol is an expansion and revision of the 

earlier Creed of Nicaea with which it is often confused. This is the creed recited in churches. The council 

met to refute “Apollinarianism”. Apollinarius taught that Jesus was a combination of the divine Logos 

spirit, a sensitive human soul and a human body. He taught that Jesus did not have a human spirit. His 

views were based on the platonic tripartite view of human nature. The council condemned this view in 

order to show that Christ, as truly human, could redeem the whole person. 

 The symbol emphasizes the Trinitarian faith. 

 The symbol is very suitable for liturgical use and was used as an early baptismal and Eucharistic creed. It 

goes beyond the Creed of Nicaea in its affirmation of the full deity of the Spirit though it uses biblical 

rather than philosophical terms to do so. The “filioque” clause found in the Western version of this creed 

is one of the major disagreements between the Eastern and Western branches of Christianity. This clause 

was not accepted even by the Western Church until the turn of the first millennium. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 

the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 

was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 

Prophets.   

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

AMEN. 

 

The Athanasian Creed written in 500AD  

 The fullest statement of the Trinitarian faith in abstract metaphysical terms. 

 Part one: Augustinian definition of the Trinity 

 Each persona of the Trinity is fully divine 

 Each is unique to itself 

 Each is within the other, in perpetual intercommunication and motion, coequal and coeternal. 

 Damnatory clause for those who do not accept this teaching. 

 Part two: The doctrine of Christ 

 Anti: 

 “Appollinarian” (taught that Jesus was a combination of the divine Logos spirit, a sensitive human 

soul and a human body.) 

 “Nestorian” (taught the disunion between the human and divine natures of Jesus.) 

 “Eutychian” (taught that Christ's divinity consumed his humanity as the ocean consumes a drop of 

vinegar. Eutyches maintained that Christ was of two natures but not in two natures.) 

 “Monophysite” (taught that after the union of the divine and the human in the historical 

Incarnation, Jesus Christ, as the incarnation of the eternal Son or Word (Logos) of God, had only a 

single "nature" which was either divine or a synthesis of divine and human.) 

 Reaffirms Ephesian and Chalcedonian council decisions. 

 Damnatory clause for those who do not accept this teaching. 

 

Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the catholic faith. Which 

faith except everyone do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. 

And the catholic faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, 

neither confounding the persons, nor dividing the substance. 

 

For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Spirit. But 

the godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, is all one, the glory equal, the 

majesty co-eternal. 

 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit. The Father uncreated, the 

Son uncreated, and the Holy Spirit uncreated. The Father incomprehensible, the Son 

incomprehensible, and the Holy Spirit incomprehensible. 
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The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Spirit eternal. And yet they are not three 

eternals, but one Eternal. 

 

As also there are not three incomprehensibles, nor three uncreated, but one Uncreated, and 

one Incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy 

Spirit Almighty. And yet they are not three almighties, but one Almighty. 

 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. And yet they are not three 

gods, but one God. 

 

So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Spirit Lord. And yet not three lords, 

but one Lord. 

 

For as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge each Person by Himself to be 

both God and Lord, so we are also forbidden by the catholic religion to say that there are three 

gods or three lords. 

 

The Father is made of none, neither created, nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone, not 

made, nor created, but begotten. The Holy Spirit is of the Father, neither made, nor created, 

nor begotten, but proceeding. 

 

So there is one Father, not three fathers; one Son, not three sons; one Holy Spirit, not three 

holy spirits. 

 

And in the Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another, but all 

three Persons are co-eternal together and co-equal. So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the 

Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshipped. 

 

He therefore that will be saved is must think thus of the Trinity. 

 

Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation that he also believe rightly the Incarnation 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the right faith is, that we believe and confess, that our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, is God and man; God, of the substance of the Father, begotten before 

the worlds; and man of the substance of his mother, born in the world; perfect God and 

perfect man, of a rational soul and human flesh subsisting. Equal to the Father, as touching His 
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godhead; and inferior to the Father, as touching His manhood; who, although He is God and 

man, yet he is not two, but one Christ; one, not by conversion of the godhead into flesh but by 

taking of the manhood into God; one altogether; not by confusion of substance, but by unity of 

person. For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ; who 

suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven, He sits at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence He 

will come to judge the quick and the dead. At His coming all men will rise again with their 

bodies and shall give account for their own works. And they that have done good shall go into 

life everlasting; and they that have done evil into everlasting fire. 

 

This is the catholic faith, which except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved. 

 

 


