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1. It all begins with a call. 

a. The call to salvation.  Is. 49:6, “Indeed He says, 'It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To 

raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the 

Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.'"  God draws, calls and woos us to Him, 

He first loved us and our response should be one of manifold worship. (catching and cleaning fish)  Jesus 

does all the heavy lifting. 

i. Jn. 6:44, 65, “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up 

at the last day… And He said, ‘Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has 

been granted to him by My Father.’” 

ii. Joel 2:32, “And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved. For in 

Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the remnant 

whom the LORD calls.” 

iii. Jn. 10:3, “To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out.  And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep 

follow him, for they know his voice.” 

iv. Ps. 42:7, “Deep calls unto deep at the noise of Your waterfalls; All Your waves and billows have gone 

over me.” 

v. 1 Cor. 1:21-29, “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased 

God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  For Jews request a 

sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to 

the Greeks foolishness,  but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 

the wisdom of God.  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men.  For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not 

many mighty, not many noble, are called.  But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to 

shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are 

mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the 

things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.” 

b. God’s call the whole body to service, each one working together to the best of their growing ability. 

i. Acts 13:2-3, “As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."  Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid 

hands on them, they sent them away.” 

ii. The call scares, and often the response is of being inadequate. (cf. Moses, Gideon, Saul, Paul, etc.) 

c. The call will cost us, it is begins with the precious sacrifice of Christ and continues with our sacrifices. 

i. Phil. 1:29, “For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to 

suffer for His sake…” 
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ii. Acts 9:15-16, “But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before 

Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.  For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My 

name's sake." 

iii. Mt. 5:11-12, “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you 

falsely for My sake.  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

iv. Mt. 24:9-10, “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all 

nations for My name's sake.  And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate 

one another.” 

v. 1 Pet. 4:14-16, “If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and 

of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.  But let none of 

you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's matters.  Yet if anyone 

suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.” 

2. God is building His Kingdom here on earth, as in Heaven, and there remains a lot to be done.  It follows then 

that the call comes with an anointing that equips us to fulfill God’s purposes. 

a. Mt. 10:1, “And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, 

to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.” 

b. 1 Thess. 5:24, “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.” 

c. Eph._1:18-19, “…the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope 

of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints and what is the exceeding 

greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He 

worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead…” 

d. Rom._11:29, “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.” 

3. The call commands consecration. 

a. 1 Thess. 2:12, “…that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.” 

b. Eph._4:1, “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you 

were called…” 

c. Heb._3:1, “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest 

of our confession, Christ Jesus…” 

d. 2 Pet. 1:10, “Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do 

these things you will never stumble;” 

e. 2 Thess. 1:11, “Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, 

and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power…” 

4. The purpose: to build, equip, disciple, and shepherd the Church 

a. 2 Tim._1:9, “…who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but 

according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began…” 

b. We are not the Lion’s Club.  Mt. 22:37-40, “Jesus said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 

WITH ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  This is the first and great 

commandment.  And the second is like it: 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  On these two 

commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."  There must be a high degree of cohesion between 

us, image of H2O with lone pair of electrons, with Christ at the center. 

c. Samson and the foolish things of this world. 

d. A light to the tribes of Judah and the Gentiles; a city on a hill. 


