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Text: 2 Cor. 3:18, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

 

1. Sanctification is done by God in us, but it requires our determination as well. 

2. Resources 

a. The Holy Spirit, Jn. 16:13, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all 

truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you 

things to come.” 

b. Bibles, Bibles and more Bibles.  Rom 12:2, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

i. How trustworthy is the Bible? 

1. The bibliographical test looks at the number of existing manuscript copies there are, their 

agreement with each other concerning the text that they are copies of, and the time interval 

between these copies and the date of the original writing. All scholars agree that this test has 

conclusively established that the biblical text which we have now is nearly identical to what was 

originally recorded (for both Old and New Testaments).  Sir Frederick Kenyon, who was second to 

none in issuing statements about manuscripts, said this about the New Testament: "The interval 

between the dates of original composition and the earliest existing evidence [i.e. the earliest copies 

we have] become so small to be in fact negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the 

Scriptures have come down to us substantially has having been written has now been removed. Both 

the authenticity and general integrity of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established."  

He further said that "No fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith rests on a disputed reading."  

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls (1947-65), which date from 200 B.C. to A.D. 68, included a 

copy of every Old Testament book except for one (Esther). Comparison with the texts of a thousand 

years later shows little or no variation and change between them. 

ii. Why the different versions?  There are different methods of translation and different styles of Bible. 

iii. Different methods of translation mean different versions of the Bible. 

1. Literal translation. Attempts to keep the exact words and phrases of the original. It is faithful to the 

original text, but sometimes hard to understand. Keeps a constant historical distance. Examples: 

King James Version (KJV), New American Standard Bible (NASB). 

2. Dynamic equivalent (thought for thought) translation. Attempts to keep a constant historical 

distance with regard to history and facts, but updates the writing style and grammar. Examples: 

New International Version (NIV), Revised English Bible (REB). 

3. Free translation (paraphrase). Translates the ideas from the original text but without being 

constrained by the original words or language. Seeks to eliminate historical distance. Readable, but 

possibly not precise. Examples: The Living Bible (TLB), The Message. 

iv. Different kinds of Bibles. 
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1. Traditional.  Text only; minimal footnotes. 

2. Study Bible.  Such Bibles usually have extensive footnotes and explanatory notes next to the 

columns of text. They may also have extensive cross references, a narrative commentary, and maps. 

(Some also have a cyclopedic index and/or a concordance.) 

3. Reference Bible.  Usually has a cyclopedic index (like an encyclopedia with a reference to the verse 

where the word or thought is used), a concordance (like a dictionary of common words with 

examples of their usage and verse references for each example), and maps. 

4. "Place in Life" Bible.  It has meditations and thoughts about issues of concern to people at a 

particular stage in life.  There are versions of these Bibles aimed at men, women, sports players, 

recovering addicts, new believers, converted Jews, small group members, and many others. 

5. One-Year Bibles.  Divided into 365 readings for each day of the year, usually with each having a 

portion of the Old Testament, New Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs. 

6. Chronological Bible.  Entire Bible in one continuous story with narration to cover gaps and make 

everything flow.  The four gospels are harmonized into one, for example, and the writings of the 

prophets are placed in the proper historical place in the books of history. 

7. Children's Bible.  Usually includes color drawings, maps, and simplified stories. 

8. Parallel Bible.  Has from two to eight translations side by side. 

v. Brief comparison (insert) 

vi. Which is best for me? 

1. Reading level 

2. References & Citations 

c. Strong’s Concordance was first published in 1890. Dr. Strong was Professor of exegetical theology at Drew 

Theological Seminary at the time. It is an exhaustive cross-reference of every word in the KJV back to the 

word in the original text.  Unlike other Biblical reference books, the purpose of Strong's Concordance is 

not to provide content or commentary about the Bible, but to provide an index to the Bible. This allows 

the reader to find words where they appear in the Bible. This index allows a student of the Bible to re-find 

a phrase or passage previously studied. It also lets the reader directly compare how the same word may 

be used elsewhere in the Bible. In this way Strong's Notes provides an independent check against 

translations, and offers an opportunity for greater and more technically accurate understanding of text. 

Strong's Concordance includes: The 8674 Hebrew root words used in the Old Testament. And the 5624 

Greek root words used in the New Testament.  James Strong did not construct Strong's Concordance by 

himself; it was constructed with the effort of more than a hundred colleagues. It has become the most 

widely used concordance for the King James Bible. 

d. Commentaries and Bible Dictionaries 

e. Word Study 

f. Computer 

3. Process 

a. Pray.  James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without 

reproach, and it will be given to him.” 

b. Read. 

c. Ruminate.  Ps. 1:2, “But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night.” 

d. Do.  Rom. 2:13, “…for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will 

be justified…”  James 1:22, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 
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4. The essential element of our being in the Word; wood for the fire of the altar. 

a. 2 Thess. 2:13-15, “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 

because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in 

the truth, to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our 

epistle.” 

b. 1 Tim. 4:1-7, “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed 

to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience 

seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to 

be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.  For every creature of God is good, 

and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by the word of God and 

prayer.  If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in 

the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed.  But reject profane and old 

wives' fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness.” 

 

 

 

 


