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1. Foundational principles (i.e. Doctrine) of the spiritual life (6:1-2) 

a. Repentance from dead works 

i. Turning around or away from works that lead towards spiritual death 

ii. God is life; moving away from God leads to death while moving towards God leads to life. 

iii. Is. 55:6-7, “Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake 

his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, and He will have mercy on him; 

and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” 

b. Faith toward God 

i. To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain of the things we cannot see.  (cf. Heb. 

11:1) 

ii. Jn. 5:24-26, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.  Most assuredly, I 

say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those 

who hear will live.  For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself…” 

iii. Jn. 12:44, “Then Jesus cried out and said, "He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who sent 

Me.” 

iv. 1 Jn. 5:10-13, “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God 

has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.  And this is 

the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; he 

who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  These things I have written to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to 

believe in the name of the Son of God.” 

c. Baptisms 

i. Acts 8:16, “For the Holy Spirit had not yet come down on any of them; they had only been baptized in the 

name of the Lord Jesus.” 

ii. Acts 19:1-6, “While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior of the province and arrived in 

Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became 

believers?" "We have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit," they answered.  "Well, then, what kind of 

baptism did you receive?" Paul asked. "The baptism of John," they answered.  Paul said, "The baptism of 

John was for those who turned from their sins; and he told the people of Israel to believe in the one who 

was coming after him---that is, in Jesus."  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus.  Paul placed his hands on them, and the Holy Spirit came upon them; they spoke in strange tongues 

and also proclaimed God's message.” 

d. Laying on of hands 

i. Mark 16:18, “…they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

ii. James 5:14, “Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over 

him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” 



Page | 2  
 

iii. Acts 6:6, “The group presented them to the apostles, who prayed and placed their hands on them.” 

iv. Acts 13:3, “They fasted and prayed, placed their hands on them, and sent them off.” 

v. Acts 19:6, “Paul placed his hands on them, and the Holy Spirit came upon them; they spoke in strange 

tongues and also proclaimed God's message.” 

e. Resurrection from the dead 

i. Dan. 12:2, “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 

some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 

ii. Jn. 5:28-29, “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His 

voice and come forth— those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done 

evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.” 

iii. Jn. 11:24-26, “Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."  Jesus 

said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.  And 

whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 

iv. Acts 4:33, “And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great 

grace was upon them all.” 

v. Acts 26:8, “Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?” 

f. Eternal judgment  

i. Dan. 12:2, “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 

some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 

ii. Mt. 25:31-46 (the sheep & the goats) 

iii. 2 Cor. 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 

things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” 

iv. Rev. 20:10-15, “The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast 

and the false prophet are.  And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  Then I saw a great 

white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away.  And there was 

found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were 

opened.  And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.  And the dead were judged according to 

their works, by the things which were written in the books.  The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 

Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them.  And they were judged, each one according to 

his works.  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And anyone not 

found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

v. Caveats 

1. Ps. 103:12, “As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.” 

2. Is. 43:25, "I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember 

your sins.” 

3. Jn. 5:24, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.” 

2. What characterizes your walk with Christ?  

a. Apathy: dull of hearing (5:11) 

b. Ambiguity: need someone to teach you again (5:12) 

c. Hunger: going on to perfection (6:1) 

3. The sanctuary of God’s love and the peril of free will 

a. God’s love is a shield and bulwark to us 
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i. Rom. 8:35-39, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 

or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written: "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL DAY 

LONG; WE ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER."  Yet in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through Him who loved us.  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other 

created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

ii. Jn. 10:28-29, “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out 

of My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them 

out of My Father's hand.” 

b. True love requires freedom of choice to love, or not.  Although nothing can snatch us out of God’s hands, we 

are free to leave it.  While nothing can separate us from God’s love, we are free to turn our back upon Him.  

Love is vulnerable.  CS Lewis wrote, “To love at all is to be vulnerable.  Love anything and your heart will be 

wrung and possibly broken.  If you want to make sure of keeping it intact you must give it to no one, not even 

an animal.  Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements.  Lock it up safe in 

the casket or coffin of your selfishness.  But in that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless, it will change.  It will 

not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable.  To love is to be vulnerable.” 

c. The “if’s” of the scriptures 

i. Heb. 10:29, “Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled 

the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, 

and insulted the Spirit of grace?” 

ii. Mt. 12:31, “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy 

against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.” 

iii. Jn. 8:31, “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 

indeed.” 

iv. Rom. 11:21-22, “For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.  Therefore 

consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you 

continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.” 

v. Col. 1:21-23, “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He 

has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above 

reproach in His sight –  if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved 

away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of 

which I, Paul, became a minister.” 

vi. Rom. 8:13, “For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 

of the body, you will live.” 

vii. 1 Thess. 3:8, “For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.” 

viii. Heb. 2:1-3, “Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.  

For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received 

a just reward,  how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken 

by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,” 

ix. Heb. 10:26, “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 

remains a sacrifice for sins,” 

x. Heb. 10:38, “NOW THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; BUT IF ANYONE DRAWS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO 

PLEASURE IN HIM.” 
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xi. Heb. 12:25, “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who 

spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven,” 

xii. James 5:19-20, “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let 

him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a 

multitude of sins.” 

d. A parallel from marriage. 

i. Mt. 24:12, “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.” 

ii. Rev. 2:4, “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.” 

iii. Mt. 19:8, “He said to them, "Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your 

wives, but from the beginning it was not so.” 

4. Beware of “Pigeon Religion”; the contrast between pigeons and doves. 

a. Jn. 1:33, “Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the 

Holy Spirit.” 

b. Eph. 4:30, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed to the day of redemption.”  

The Spirit can be made to feel sorrow; this prevents Him from being what He could be in us. 

c. 1 Thess. 5:19, “Do not quench the Spirit.” The fire of the Spirit can be put out; this hinders Him from doing 

what He could do through us. 

d. 2 Cor. 3:17, “…and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” 

e. 1 Jn. 5:3, “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 

heavy.” 

5. Conclusion 

 

 
 


