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1. A brief review of the previous chapters and their themes. 

a. The Five Danger Warnings 

i. the danger of neglect (Heb. 2:1-4),  

ii. the danger of unbelief (Heb. 3:7–4:13),  

iii. the danger of spiritual immaturity (Heb. 5:11–6:20),  

iv. the danger of failing to endure (Heb. 10:26-39),  

v. the inherent danger of refusing God (Heb. 12:25-29) 

b. Free will & Right Choices; Josh. 24:15, “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves 

this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the 

River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 

LORD.” 

c. Pigeon Religion; Lk. 24:49, “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of 

Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.” 

d. The soul’s anchor and venturing into deep waters.   

2. The main point of what we’re saying... 

a. Christ is superior in all things – He is the better Priest, the better Tabernacle, the better Covenant 

b. Plato’s allegory of the cave 

i. Inside the cave: Socrates suggests the prisoners would take the shadows to be real things and the echoes 

to be real sounds.  They would praise as clever, whoever could best guess which shadow would come next, 

as someone who understood the nature of the world, and the whole of their society would depend on the 

shadows on the wall. 

1. 2 Cor. 3:14-15, “But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the 

reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.  But even to this day, when 

Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.  Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 

away.” 

2. 2 Cor. 4:4, “…whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.” 

3. 1 Jn. 2:11, “But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where 

he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” 

ii. Release from the cave: he would believe the shadows on the wall to be more real than what he sees.  

"Suppose further," Socrates says, "that the man was compelled to look at the fire: wouldn't he be struck 

blind and try to turn his gaze back toward the shadows, as toward what he can see clearly and hold to be 

real?  What if someone forcibly dragged such a man upward, out of the cave: wouldn't the man be angry at 

the one doing this to him?  And if dragged all the way out into the sunlight, wouldn't he be distressed?”  

After some time on the surface, however, the freed prisoner would acclimate.  He would see more and 

more things around him, until he could look upon the Sun.  He would understand that the Sun is the 
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"source of the seasons and the years, and is the steward of all things in the visible place, and is in a certain 

way the cause of all those things he and his companions had been seeing." 

1. Mark 8:22-25, “Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to 

touch him.  So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town.  And when He had spit 

on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything.  And he looked up and said, "I 

see men like trees, walking."  Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he 

was restored and saw everyone clearly.” 

iii. Return to the cave: Socrates next asks Glaucon to consider the condition of this man. "Wouldn't he 

remember his first home, what passed for wisdom there, and his fellow prisoners, and consider himself 

happy and them pitiable?  And wouldn't he disdain whatever honors, praises, and prizes were awarded 

there to the ones who guessed best which shadows followed which?  Moreover, were he to return there, 

wouldn't he be rather bad at their game, no longer being accustomed to the darkness?  Wouldn't it be said 

of him that he went up and came back with his eyes corrupted, and that it's not even worth trying to go up?  

And if they were somehow able to get their hands on and kill the man who attempts to release and lead 

them up, wouldn't they kill him?"  The prisoners, ignorant of the world behind them, would see the freed 

man with his corrupted eyes and be afraid of anything but what they already know.  Philosophers analyzing 

the allegory argue that the prisoners would ironically find the freed man stupid due to the current state of 

his eyes and temporarily not being able to see the shadows which are the world to the prisoners. 

1. Phil. 3:7-8, “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.  Yet indeed I also 

count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord…” 

c. Shadows diminish in direct response to better light.  The biblical narrative demonstrates the dawning of light 

over time and epochs, until we finally come to the New Jerusalem where no sun is even need because the 

Lamb will be our Light.   

i. Is. 9:2, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the 

shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.” 

ii. Luke 1:76-79, “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; for you will go before the face of the 

Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins, 

through the tender mercy of our God, with which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; to give light to 

those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

iii. Jn. 1:4-5, “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And the light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not comprehend it.” 

iv. Jn. 3:19-21, “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not 

come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.  But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his 

deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” 

v. Jn. 8:12, “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not 

walk in darkness, but have the light of life."” 

vi. Jn. 12:46, “I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.” 

vii. Acts 26:17-18, “I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send 

you, to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 

that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in 

Me.'” 
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viii. Rev. 21:23, “The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it.  

The Lamb is its light.” 

d. Jesus is a better tabernacle than what Moses built from the pattern shown on the mountain. 

i. Col. 2:17, “[the ceremonies and rituals] are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.” 

ii. Substance surpasses shadow; the Tabernacle was but a copy and shadow of the heavenly pattern. 

e. This is important for the Jews that the writer is addressing so that they would not return to a shadow in the 

midst of the persecution. 

f. Other shadowy tabernacles in today’s world; or what’s your cave? 

3. The “New & Improved” Covenant founded on better promises. 

a. This passage is a quotation of Jer._31:31-34, which compares the new covenant with the old. The old 

covenant was the covenant of law between God and Israel. The new and better way is the covenant of 

grace—Christ's offer to forgive our sins and bring us to God through his sacrificial death. This covenant is new 

in extent—it goes beyond Israel and Judah to include all the Gentile nations. It is new in application because 

it is written on our heart and in our mind. It offers a new way to forgiveness, not through animal sacrifice but 

through faith. 

b. “I will be their God, and they will be My people.”  A people can only grow in relation to their gods.  If their 

gods are small, violent and immoral, the people grow to be like that.  But here we read that God the creator 

takes us as His own people, and that to accomplish His purposes He will work from the inside out.  

c. Interior tug of war, but the help of the Spirit of God we have victory. 

i. Rom. 7:14-25, “For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.  For what I am doing, I 

do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.  If, then, I do what 

I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good.  But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in 

me.  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how 

to perform what is good I do not find.  For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, 

that I practice.  Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.  I find 

then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good.  For I delight in the law of God 

according to the inward man.  But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, 

and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.  O wretched man that I am! Who 

will deliver me from this body of death?  I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

ii. Rom. 8:10-11, “And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” 

iii. Gal:2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

iv. 1 Cor. 15:54-55, “So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, 

then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY."  "O 

DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?"” 

4. Conclusions 

a. Are you in a cave? 

b. Are there shadows? 

c. Death is swallowed up by Life. 


