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1. Testifying to Truth; heralding the Kingdom. 

a. The world today:   

i. David Wilkerson wrote in his newsletter April 1991, “The entire church structure of America could not 

stop the showing of “The last Temptation of Christ”… in twenty five years, have we stopped abortion? 

No, it’s worse than ever…there are Christians right now who claim they are taking the world for Jesus. 

But I don’t know of one country they have taken.”   

ii. Rise of the “nones;” 46 million in recent poll list no religious affiliation, for those under the age of 30 

the stats rise to 1:3; 48% of Americans say they’re protestant. 

b. Jesus came to testify to the Truth. 

i. Jesus’ testimony before Pilate; Jn. 18:37, “Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus 

answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come 

into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 

ii. Contrast between Jesus and the Devil; Jn. 8:31-59, “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, 

"If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free."  They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in 

bondage to anyone. How can You say, 'You will be made free'?"  Jesus answered them, "Most 

assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.  And a slave does not abide in the house 

forever, but a son abides forever.  Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.  "I 

know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in 

you.  I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your father."  They 

answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you were Abraham's 

children, you would do the works of Abraham.  But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you 

the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this.  You do the deeds of your father." Then 

they said to Him, "We were not born of fornication; we have one Father—God."  Jesus said to them, "If 

God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come 

of Myself, but He sent Me.  Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen 

to My word.  You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 

he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.  But because I tell 

the truth, you do not believe Me.  Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you 

not believe Me?  He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not 

of God."  Then the Jews answered and said to Him, "Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan 

and have a demon?"  Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you 

dishonor Me.  And I do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks and judges.  Most assuredly, I 

say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death."  Then the Jews said to Him, "Now we 

know that You have a demon! Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and You say, 'If anyone keeps My 

word he shall never taste death.'  Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? And the 
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prophets are dead. Who do You make Yourself out to be?"  Jesus answered, "If I honor Myself, My 

honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He is your God.  Yet you have 

not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, 'I do not know Him,' I shall be a liar like you; but I do 

know Him and keep His word.  Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was 

glad."  Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?"  Jesus 

said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM."  Then they took up stones to 

throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and 

so passed by.” 

c. The real enemy is not the man, but the spirit behind the man or the spirit behind the thoughts.  Eph. 6:12, 

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 

rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 

d. Announcing the Kingdom of God; Kingdom mentioned 117 times in the Gospels alone. 

i. Luke 7:19-23, “And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, "Are You the 

Coming One, or do we look for another?"  When the men had come to Him, they said, "John the 

Baptist has sent us to You, saying, 'Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?'"  And that 

very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.  

Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind 

see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the 

gospel preached to them.  And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.”” 

1. Mt. 3:2, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 

2. Mt. 4:17, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 

gospel.” 

ii. Jesus as “Kurios”(used 748 times in the NT); 1 Tim. 6:13-16, “I urge you in the sight of God who gives 

life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that 

you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing, which He 

will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of 

lords, who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can 

see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.”  (cf. Rev._17:14, Rev._19:16)  The Cæsars were 

known as “” so to announce Jesus as “Kurios of kurioi” was fairly subversive. 

1. “In the Greek world, as is well known among scholars, “” is a regular technical term, 

referring to the announcement of a great victory, or to the birth, or accession, of an emperor. (The 

first and third of these could of course easily be combined, if someone became emperor by means 

of a great military victory.)  ...When the herald makes a royal proclamation, he says ‘Nero (or 

whoever) has become emperor.’ He does not say ‘If you would like to have an experience of living 

under an emperor, you might care to try Nero.’ The proclamation is an authoritative summons to 

obedience. ” N.T. Wright 

2. Col. 2:15, “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them in it.” 

3. Rom. 10:9, “if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

iii. Bringing the whole man under the subjection the Lord Jesus. 

1. 1 Cor. 9:27, “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to 

others, I myself should become disqualified.” 
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2. Rom. 12:2, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

3. Rom. 13:13-14, “Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in 

lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 

for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” 

e. We are in the midst of a “Cosmic Battle,” and there are no bystanders.  Luke 11:23, “He who is not with 

Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters.” (cf. Mt. 12:22-30) 

2. The spiritual defense; recognizing the wiles of the enemy.  Eph. 6:11, “Put on the whole armor of God, that 

you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Wiles (gr.) “cunning arts, deceit, craft, or trickery.”  

Eph. 4:14, “” 

a. His weapons 

i. Flaming darts; Eph. 6:16, “above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all 

the fiery darts of the wicked one.” 

ii. Angel of light; 2 Cor. 11:13-15, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 

themselves into apostles of Christ.  And no wonder!  For Satan himself transforms himself into an 

angel of light.  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of 

righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.” 

iii. The god of this age; 2 Cor. 4:4, “...whose minds the god of this age has blinded...”  Satan through his 

lies and deceptions has established vain philosophies and traditions of men that have the appearance 

of holiness but only encourage the flesh. 

1. 2 Cor. 10:3-6, “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.  For the 

weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting 

down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 

every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience 

when your obedience is fulfilled.” 

2. Col. 2:8, “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.” 

3. Col. 2:20-23, “Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as 

though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations – "Do not touch, do not taste, 

do not handle," which all concern things which perish with the using – according to the 

commandments and doctrines of men?  These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in 

self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the 

indulgence of the flesh.” 

b. Our armor; Eph. 6:13-19a, “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 

in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having 

put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of 

peace;  above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 

wicked one.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 

praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 

perseverance and supplication for all the saints – and for me...” 

i. Belt of truth; holds it all together. 

ii. Breastplate of righteousness; keeps us right with God. 
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iii. Feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; able, capable and willing to go proclaim the 

Victory of Christ. 

iv. Shield of faith; protects us against the thrusts and attacks of the enemy. 

v. Helmet of salvation; guards our mind and throughts. 

vi. Sword of the Spirit, the word of God which is our only offensive weapon – His words, our testimony. 

vii. Praying 

3. The spiritual offensive; rescuing the captives.  Is. 61:1-6, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the 

LORD has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the 

acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, to console those 

who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the 

spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be 

glorified."  And they shall rebuild the old ruins, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair 

the ruined cities, the desolations of many generations.  Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons 

of the foreigner shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers.  But you shall be named the priests of the LORD, 

they shall call you the servants of our God.” 

a. Prayer 

i. James 5:16-18, “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.  Elijah was a man with a 

nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for 

three years and six months.  And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced 

its fruit.” 

ii. Mt. 16:19, “And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

iii. Mt. 18:18, “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

iv. Mt. 21:21-22, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what 

was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' it 

will be done.  And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.” 

b. Proclamation of the word;  

i. 1 Thess. 2:13, “For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the 

word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, 

the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.” 

ii. Jn. 17:17, “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

iii. Heb. 4:12, “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

c. Worship;  power of praise. 

4. Pray now 

a. Prov. 15:4, “A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit.” 

b. Zech. 4:6, “So he answered and said to me: "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor 

by power, but by My Spirit,' Says the LORD of hosts.” 

c. “Justice is love in action.” 

 


