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1. Persecution in Jerusalem 

a. Stephen’s death fuels Jewish rage against this new sect.  They had become so embittered by the 

zeal and success of the apostles, and by their frequent charges of murder in putting the Son of 

God to death that they resolved at once to put a period to their progress and success. 

b. The persecution scattered [Gr. “to sow”] the believers into the countryside surrounding 

Jerusalem where their opponents, at first, stopped following them.  Where they went they 

“shared” the Gospel. 

i. Jesus commanded them to be His disciples “in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

c. Meanwhile, the apostles remained in Jerusalem suggesting that the rage was particularly 

targeting the Hellenistic Jewish Christians. 

d. Paul made havoc [Gr. “a wild animal tearing at its meat”] of the church. 

2. Philip in Samaria 

a. Philip, the deacon, goes to the city of Samaria (about 30 miles from Jerusalem); Sebaste, Shekem, 

or Gitta.  Eventually he ends up in Caesarea with his four daughters who become prophetesses.  

It is believed that Philip provided aid and comfort to Paul and his friends on the way to Jerusalem 

(cf. Acts 21:8) and while he was under arrest there (cf. Acts 25).  

b. Samaria and Samaritans 

i. In 931 BC the nation of Israel was divided into two kingdoms, Israel & Judah, after Rehoboam 

(son of Solomon) refused to lighten the people’s burden.  Jeroboam led 10 tribes away from 

the throne of David, set his capital in Shechem, and then created two places of worship in 

Samaria fearing that the people would return their loyalty to Jerusalem if they had to go 

there to make their sacrifices.  Eventually the capital was moved from Shechem to Samaria, 

giving a new name to the kingdom and eventually the people. 

1. 1 Kings 12:28-31, “Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to 

the people, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, 

which brought you up from the land of Egypt!"  And he set up one in Bethel, and the other 

he put in Dan.  Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the 

one as far as Dan.  He made shrines on the high places, and made priests from every class 

of people, who were not of the sons of Levi.” 

ii. Assyrian conquest of Israel, the northern kingdom, in its war with Egypt in the year 722BC by 

Sargon II.  Assyrian protocol would exile inhabitants from their home land into other regions 

of the empire to weaken resistance.  Sargon II then brought peoples from other regions into 
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Israel, creating a new people called “Samaritans.”  However, the God of Israel was still not 

pleased and sent lions among the people 

1. 2 Kings 17:18, “Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them from 

His sight; there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone.” 

2. 2 Kings 17:24-29, “Then the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, 

Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the 

children of Israel; and they took possession of Samaria and dwelt in its cities.  And it was 

so, at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they did not fear the LORD; therefore the 

LORD sent lions among them, which killed some of them.  So they spoke to the king of 

Assyria, saying, "The nations whom you have removed and placed in the cities of Samaria 

do not know the rituals of the God of the land; therefore He has sent lions among them, 

and indeed, they are killing them because they do not know the rituals of the God of the 

land."  Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, "Send there one of the priests whom 

you brought from there; let him go and dwell there, and let him teach them the rituals of 

the God of the land."  Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria 

came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the LORD.  However 

every nation continued to make gods of its own, and put them in the shrines on the high 

places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities where they dwelt.” 

iii. Samaritans were considered “schismatics” or “heretics,” but were still not quite Gentiles; 

they had beliefs fashioned in some ways after that of the Jews.  They were not allowed to 

participate in the reconstruction the Temple Zorobabbel (Ezra) or of Jerusalem (Nehemiah); 

considered something akin to “half-breeds.”  Although Jesus was rejected in Samaritan village 

(cf. Luke 9:52-53), His encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well is informative. 

1. Jn. 4:20-42, “The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.  Our fathers 

worshiped on this mountain [Mt. Gerizim], and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place 

where one ought to worship."  Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming 

when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.  You 

worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.  

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  God is Spirit, and those 

who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."  The woman said to Him, "I know that 

Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He comes, He will tell us all things."  

Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He."  And at this point His disciples came, and 

they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, 

"Why are You talking with her?"  The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into 

the city, and said to the men, "Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. 

Could this be the Christ?"  Then they went out of the city and came to Him.  In the 

meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat."  But He said to them, "I have food 

to eat of which you do not know."  Therefore the disciples said to one another, "Has 
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anyone brought Him anything to eat?"  Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of 

Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.  Do you not say, 'There are still four months and 

then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for 

they are already white for harvest!  And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit 

for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.  For in this 

the saying is true: 'One sows and another reaps.'  I sent you to reap that for which you 

have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors."  And many 

of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who 

testified, "He told me all that I ever did."  So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they 

urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days.  And many more believed 

because of His own word.  Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of 

what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the 

Christ, the Savior of the world."” 

a. NB:  

c. Philip preaches Christ and signs & wonders follow; there is a cosmic battle between delusion and 

enlightenment. 

i. Philips audience was afflicted, deluded and eager.  They were under the spell of demonically 

governed man, they lived in imperfect understanding of the Promise, and were eager once 

they saw the power of the Living God move once more. 

1. God sent another Lion among them again. 

2. God is Truth, and the Truth shall set us free. 

ii. Philip preached Christ 

1. 1 Cor. 1:22-24, “For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach 

Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those 

who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” 

2. Eph. 3:8, “To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I 

should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,” 

3. Rom. 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 

salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” 

iii. The word was received with joy and spread to the streets.  People were healed, delivered, 

and saved. 

1. The devil is real, demons are real.  People are under attack. 

iv. Simon the Sorcerer had a strong following within the region; his powers were well known. 

This is much more than a living room magician, this man had powers and people followed 

him as if he were someone special.  They said, “This man is the great power of God.” 

3. Peter and John sent to Samaria 

a. The reports from Samaria traveled far and quickly so that the Apostles in Jerusalem sent Peter 

and John to probably verify and encourage; Peter was a leader but not the head. 
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i. Significant moment of restoration to have two of the key leaders of the Church come and lay 

hands upon Samaritan believers. 

b. Peter and John lay hands on the believers and they receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which 

they hadn’t had yet.  (cf. Acts 19:2) 

i. Scripture is true. 

ii. Scripture shows that the baptism of the Holy Spirit at least on several occasions came after 

salvation. 

1. Jn. 20:22, “And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive 

the Holy Spirit.” 

2. Acts 1:4-5, “And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart 

from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have 

heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit not many days from now.” 

3. Acts 8:16, “For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in 

the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

4. Acts 19:2, 6, “[Paul] said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So 

they said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit...  And 

when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with 

tongues and prophesied.” 

iii. We need the Holy Spirit to be completely unhindered in our lives. 

c. Simon the former sorcerer saw something that made him want to pay money to have.  We must 

understand that for this to happen, the coming of the Holy Spirit had to be something even he 

was shocked by and wanted to have. 

d. Peter sharply rebukes Simon yet with sympathy, “pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart 

may be forgiven you.”  As bad as Simon was, there could still be forgiveness. 

i. You cannot buy the gift of God, it has been purchased by a most precious price. 

ii. “Men may come very near, they may be intellectually convinced of the supremacy of Jesus; 

they may even decide that they will adopt His ethical ideal; they may go so far as to 

determine that they will imitate the perfection of His example. But these things do not make 

men Christians.” (Morgan) 

iii. “When Peter says, ‘You have no part or share in this ministry,’ it is interesting that he employs 

the same words Jesus used for him when Peter had objected to Jesus’ washing his feet in the 

Upper Room. Jesus said, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no part with me’ (John 13:8). Strong 

words. Still Peter was not an unbeliever; he was just out of the will of God.” (Boice) 

iv. Peter observes that Simon is poisoned by bitterness and bound in iniquity. 

1. Beware of bitterness. (cf. Dt. 29:18, Jer. 4:18, Heb. 12:15, Eph. 4:31)  It is used to denote 

metaphorically the distress and trouble which result from sin.   

a. Dt. 29:14-15, 18, “I make this covenant and this oath, not with you alone, but with him 

who stands here with us today before the LORD our God, as well as with him who is 
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not here with us today so that there may not be among you man or woman or family 

or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the LORD our God, to go and serve the 

gods of these nations, and that there may not be among you a root bearing bitterness 

or wormwood;” 

b. Heb. 12:14-15, “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will 

see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root 

of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled” 

2. He was bound in iniquity (cf. Prov. 5:22, Rom. 7:23-24) 

a. Prov. 5:22-23, “His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, and he is caught in the cords 

of his sin.  He shall die for lack of instruction, and in the greatness of his folly he shall 

go astray.” 

b. Rom. 7:23-25, “But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my 

mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.  O 

wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?  I thank God—

through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, 

but with the flesh the law of sin.” 

v. Simon asks them to pray for him that such a great punishment would not fall upon him, but 

the repentance must come in his own heart.   

vi. However, church history (Justin Martyr et al) tells us that Simon eventually becomes the 

father of Gnosticism and sets up sects all the way to Rome. 

e. Peter and John return to Jerusalem, evangelizing as they go. 

4. Conclusions 

a. Havoc 

b. Scattered 

c. Good news & restoration; even people like Simon can be saved. 

d. Joy leads to telling others 

e. Faith leads to miracles 

f. Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

g. Cannot buy the gift of God 

h. Bitterness & iniquity 

i. Repentance 

j. Gnosticism 

k. Communion 


