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1. The Cæsarian Centurion 

a. The Italian Regiment; Cornelius was an officer in the Roman Army.  A patriotic Jew of that day 

would naturally dislike or even hate him. “Thirty-two such Italian cohorts were stationed in the 

different provinces of the empire.  They were made up of Italian volunteers and were considered 

the most loyal Roman troops.” (Lenski) 

i. Faithful centurions: with Jesus (cf. Mt. 8) and at the cross (cf. Mt. 27:54). 

ii. Centurions seemed to receive a much higher rate of pay than the average legionary; twice as 

much or more (possibly as much as 17 times as much as a legionary).  Centurions often 

suffered heavy casualties in battle, they led and inspired their men by example. They also 

sought to display the skill and courage that may have brought them to their rank in the first 

place. It is for these reasons that they often suffered a disproportionate number of casualties.  

Evidence suggests that centurions had important social status and held powerful positions in 

society. 

b. A devout man and household; there is piety outside of the church (cf. Jn. 10:16) 

i. Pious because he feared God; he was not circumcised.  (cf. Acts 11:3) 

ii. Pious because of his concern for the spiritual welfare of his household,  

iii. Pious because of his benevolence towards the poor  

iv. Pious because of his habit of prayer and fasting. 

v. Pious because of the harmony in his household; between master & servants, parents & 

children, and with neighbors.  His household is a great model of NT teaching 

c. The angelic visit.  The angel could have preached the Gospel to Cornelius, but this ministry has 

been entrusted to men, and so we see the angel instructing Cornelius to find Peter. 

i. Cornelius was in prayer at the 9th hour (3pm) and fasting when the angel came. 

ii. Calls him by name and Cornelius trembles. 

iii. Angel tells him that God has taken note of his sacrifices like sacrificial smoke rising to heaven. 

d. The command to seek out Peter; God knows who and where we are. 

i. Immediately sends two servants and soldier to bring Peter back.  Faith is proved by 

obedience, he heard then he sent. 

2. The Apostle in Joppa at Simon the tanner’s house. 

a. Peter was hungry and was waiting for the food to be prepared; God speaks in our common 

circumstances, turning common to holy.  “God does not need sound waves to fall on an ear drum 

to speak to a man.  When it pleases him to do so, he can speak directly to one’s mind where all 

sound waves are finally interpreted.” (Lovett) 
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b. Peter’s vision of a great sheet knotted at the four corners with “all kinds of four-footed animals 

of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air.”  

i. Similar phrase used in Gen. 6:20 and Rom. 1:23, 

ii. These animals were forbidden in Lev. 11 as unclean. 

iii. Jewish ceremonial food laws. 

c. God three-fold repetition underlines the seriousness of what He teaching Peter, the distinction 

between clean and unclean is dissolved.  During a controversy over washing of hands, Jesus 

declared that all foods are pure; Mark 7:19, “Do you not perceive that whatever enters a man 

from outside cannot defile him, because it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and is 

eliminated, thus purifying all foods?”  Paul writes in Rom. 14:14, “I know and am convinced by the 

Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to be 

unclean, to him it is unclean.”  It’s a short-step from realizing that Gentile food was clean to 

Gentiles themselves are clean. 

d. Peter’s response, “Not so, Lord...” 

i. Joppa: Jonah & Peter.  Jonah ran from God’s call, thinking he could get away from the Lord, 

and he did not share God’s heart for the lost.  Jonah fled, not from God’s presence, but from 

standing before him, as His servant and minister.  He refused God’s service, because, as he 

himself tells God afterward Jonah 4:2, he knew what it would end in, and he disliked it. 

ii. Thankfully, Peter was willing to re-examine his traditions and prejudices in light of God’s 

word, and he shared God’s heart for a lost world.  Some are more like Peter, some more like 

Jonah.   

iii. Spurgeon wrote, “Shake yourself up a little, my brother.  If you are too precise may the Lord 

set you on fire, and consume your bonds of red tape!  If you have become so improperly 

proper that you cannot commit a proper impropriety, then pray God to help you be less 

proper, for there are many who will never be saved by your instrumentality while you study 

propriety.” 

e. This is how God operates. He speaks to several people about a matter, not just one. Then 

confirmation is provided, and out of the mouth of two or three witnesses a word is established.  

(cf. Dt. 19:15, “One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any sin that he 

commits; by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established.”) 

f. Simon the tanner had a role in the story as well by housing Peter and helping entertain the 

guests.  David and the baggage handlers.  1 Sam. 30:24, “as his part is who goes down to the 

battle, so shall his part be who stays by the supplies; they shall share alike.” 

g. God sends the vision to Peter while just before Cornelius’ men arrive at the door. 

3. The Meet 

a. Acts 10:19-20, “While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men 

are seeking you.  Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent 

them."”  
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b. Due to the late hour and the distance to travel, Peter lodges and entertains them in Simon’s 

house. 

c. The next morning Peter and 6 brethren go from Joppa to Caesarea (about 30 miles) on a 2-day 

trip 

d. Cornelius bows down to Peter who refuses such treatment.  Cornelius kneels before Peter 

(cultural sign of reverence), but Peter refuses to receive such respect which should be for God 

alone.  Mt. 23:8-10, “But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you 

are all brethren.  Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in 

heaven.   And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ.”  We recognize 

Cornelius was only offering honor and respect, not worship at Peter's feet, but this level of 

expression was inappropriate. 

e. Cornelius has also gathered a large group of friends and family for Peter's arrival.  “When you go 

to church, do you want to receive a good message?  If so, the best way is to come with a prepared 

heart.  I know that the preacher must be prepared too.  But when God prepares the messenger as 

well as those who are to hear him, then tremendous things happen.” (Boice) 

i. Peter & Cornelius were both spiritually minded; a spiritual minister and unspiritual 

congregation (or vice versa) cannot long remain together. 

f. Peter goes in, and although Peter was rendered ceremonially unclean by entering a Gentile 

building, he was realizing further the intent of God’s vision.  John Stott wrote, “Peter refused 

both to be treated by Cornelius as if he were a god, and to treat Cornelius as if he were a dog.” 

g. Cornelius retells his story for Peter; Peter and company are surprised. 

4. The Surprise 

a. Peter first surprise is the realization that God is not partial or does not show favoritism.  Acts 

10:34, “"In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.  But in every nation whoever fears Him 

and works righteousness is accepted by Him."”  (cf. Jn. 10:16) 

i. God sheds His grace abroad (cf. Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25)   

ii. God looks at the heart, Mic. 6:8, "He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the 

LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?"   

iii. Thus Christians are also called to not show favoritism (cf. James 2:1) 

b. Cornelius, again, recognized that his good deeds would not get him into heaven; he needed 

something more. 

c. Peter preaches as one realizing that something momentous is taking place; that wall of 

separation is coming down. 

i. Peace through Jesus; Jesus is God’s fulfillment to bring salvation to His people. 

ii. Jesus is Lord of all men not just Jews. 

iii. Jesus was baptized in identification with humanity. 

iv. Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power. 

v. Jesus went about doing good and healing, delivering those oppressed by the devil.  Healing 

presented here as a deliverance from evil. 
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vi. Jesus did these things in the presence of eyewitnesses, of whom Peter is one.   

vii. Jesus was crucified on a Roman cross, yet His death foretold in the OT and the mention of 

hanging on a tree (Dt. 21:22) 

viii. Jesus was raised from the dead (they saw Him eat), resurrected in view of many witnesses.  

This included Peter and the other disciples, plus 500, 1 Cor. 15:6, “” 

ix. Jesus commanded His followers to preach the message of who He is and what He did. 

x. Jesus is ordained by God to be Judge of the entire world, the living & the dead.  Jesus is the 

Christ foretold by the prophets who would bring peace and salvation. 

xi. That through Jesus, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins. 

d. While listening to Peter, these people made a secret and invisible transaction in their hearts with 

God, by setting their faith in Jesus Christ.  And the Holy Spirit shows up mid-sermon. 

e. Peter et al were astonished at the arrival of the HS, they heard them speaking in tongues.  God 

gave these Gentiles the same gift He had given the Jewish disciples of Jesus at Pentecost! 

f. "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?" 

5. Take away 

a. Heaven can be opened to any man (Jacob (Gen. 27:12), Ezekiel (Ez. 1:1), Stephen (Acts 7:56), 

Peter ) in any place (hill side, a river, a council chamber, a highway, a roof top) 

b. God is no respecter of persons and He doesn’t show favoritism. 

c. Food laws 

d. Baptism 

 

 


