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1. Review of Ephesus 

a. This tremendous temple to Diana (aka Artemis) in Ephesus was one of the seven wonders of the 

ancient world. It was 450 ft long by 225 ft wide and 60 ft high, with more than 127 columns and 

was supported by 127 pillars, each 60 feet high, and was decorated with great sculptures. It was 

lost to history until it was discovered in 1869, and its main altar was unearthed in 1965.   

i. “The epicenter of Artemis worship was a black meteorite that either resembled or had been 

fashioned into a grotesque image of a woman. The lower part was wrapped like a mummy… 

the idol was covered with breasts, symbolizing fertility.”   (Hughes)   

ii. “The Temple of Artemis was also a major treasury and bank of the ancient world, where 

merchants, kings, and even cities made deposits, and where their money could be kept safe 

under the protection of deity.” (Longenecker)  

b. Paul’s initial ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Paul’s preaching and teaching. 

a. Paul preaches in the synagogue for 3 months but the Gospel is rejected, so he moves into the hall 

of a Gentile teacher named Tyrannus. 

b. Acts 19:10, “And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the 

Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.”  Considering that he taught every day for 2 years, Paul taught 

for hundreds of hours equipping believers throughout the region. 

c. Unusual miracles with Paul’s handkerchief. 

d. Seven sons of Sceva 

i. During this time there were Jewish exorcists who practiced their trade with a lot of 

superstition and ceremony.  A group of itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to imitate what they 

thought was Paul’s formula.  They failed because they had no personal relationship with 

Jesus.  They only knew that Jesus was the God of Paul, not their own God; they had no real 

personal connection to Jesus.  In the same pattern, there are many people, even 

churchgoers, who will perish in hell because they have no personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ.   

ii. The evil spirit knew exactly who Jesus was and knew who Paul was, but it didn’t know the 

seven sons of Sceva; demons see the difference between true and fraudulent Christianity.  

Apparently, evil spirits know who their enemies are, in this case, Jesus and Paul.  Because the 

seven sons of Sceva had no real relationship with Jesus, they had no spiritual power against 

the evil spirit.  They left the encounter naked and wounded.  It was dangerous for them to 

take the reality of spiritual warfare lightly. 
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iii. The incident with the sons of Sceva impressed the people with the reality of the demonic 

realm.  It made them fear the Lord and the demonic.  As a result, the name of the Lord Jesus 

was magnified. 

e. Following up Sceva’s sons we read in Acts 19:18-19, “And many who had believed came 

confessing and telling their deeds.  Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their 

books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it 

totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver.”  This is roughly 50,000 days’ worth of income. 

i. Ephesus was a center for black magic and other occult practices.  The people had magical 

formulas to give them wealth, happiness, and success in marriage.  Superstition and sorcery 

were commonplace.  God clearly forbids such practices (cf. Deut._18:9-13).  You cannot be a 

believer and hold on to the occult, black magic, or sorcery.  Once you begin to dabble in these 

areas, you may become obsessed by them because Satan is very powerful.  But God's power 

is even greater (cf. 1 Jn._4:4; Rev._20:10).  If you are mixed up in the occult, learn a lesson 

from the Ephesians and get rid of anything that could trap you in such practices. 

ii. It is significant that these practitioners of magic came confessing and telling their deeds. It 

was thought that the power of these magic spells was in their secrecy, which was renounced 

in the telling.  Christians must do this also today, removing books, images, computer files, 

statues, charms, games, or whatever else might have connection with demonic spirits.  They 

should also destroy them so they are of no use to others. 

1. Eph. 5:11-13, “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 

expose them.  For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in 

secret.  But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever 

makes manifest is light.” 

iii. “You will have enough temptation in your own mind without going after these things.  Is there 

any habit, any practice, that you have got that defiles your soul?  If Christ loves you, and you 

come and trust in him, you will make short work of it. Have done with it, and have done with 

it forever.” (Spurgeon) 

3. The Ephesian riot 

a. Guided by the Holy Spirit, Paul determined to travel through Macedonia and Achaia, then to 

Jerusalem, then onto Rome.   He begins by sending Timothy and Erastus ahead of him to the 

cities he’s planning on traveling to along the way.  Luke doesn’t mention it here, but one reason 

why Paul wanted to go through Macedonia and Achaia, then to Jerusalem was to collect and 

deliver a fund he had been collecting from other churches to help out the church in Jerusalem 

(cf. Rom. 15:25-31; 1 Cor. 16:1-4). 

b. However, Demetrius the silversmith rouses first the other silversmiths and then the Ephesian 

crowds.  He saw a decline in sales, their bank balances were hurting, and correctly forecasted the 

consequence of Christianity in Ephesus; idol demand would be down.  The Silversmiths guild was 

under the patronage of Artemis (Diana).  He then begins rousing Ephesian pride in Diana. 
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c. The opposition of Demetrius and the other idol makers was a great compliment to the 

effectiveness of Paul’s work in the region.  Paul was not on a campaign to close down the temple 

of Diana, he was just doing the Lord’s work.  As people came to Jesus, they naturally stopped 

worshipping Diana and buying shrines associated with the temple. 

i. Christianity should affect the economy – not just personally, but in a community as well.  This 

effect will not always be welcomed.  In Ephesus, business was down at the pagan shrines 

because of the transforming work of the Jesus Christ.  This happens again and again as Jesus 

does His work.  Pliny (Roman official) wrote a letter to Trajan, describing how people were 

not going to shrines anymore because of Christian influence and Pliny wanted to know what 

he should do about it.  This is how we should endeavor to change society.   

ii. “I wish the gospel would affect the trade of London; I wish it might.  There are some trades 

that need affecting, need to be cut a little shorter… Not by an Act of Parliament!  Let Acts of 

Parliament leave us alone.  We can fight that battle alone. But may it come to an end by the 

spread of the gospel… I have no faith in any reformation that does not come through men’s 

hearts being changed.” (Spurgeon) 

1. Q&A Respectable sins.  (movies, addictions, rumor mongering, internet porn, foster care, 

FB (forgiveness), abused women, cosmetics & beauty products) 

iii. Mt. 13:33, “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three 

measures of meal till it was all leavened.” 

iv. It has often happened in the history of Christianity that when God moves among His people 

and they become very serious about their Christianity, that it affects the livelihood of those 

who trade in vice or immorality.  Example of the “Skeleton Army,” a group organized by 

pimps and bar owner to oppose the Salvation Army with threats and violence because they 

were so effective in the early years; a few Salvation Army workers were murdered. (1884 

Worthing riot) 

d. Demetrius was clever in how he spoke to the crowd by first appealing to their financial self-

interest, and then on the basis of civic pride.   

i. Eph. 19:26-27, “Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost 

all Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods 

which are made with hands.  So not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into 

disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be despised and her 

magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worship.” 

e. Gaius and Aristarchus are seized and taken to the theater that seats 25,000.  (cf. Acts 19:29)  Paul 

attempted to enter in but is prevented by his friends; the Asiarchs also tell him to stay out of it 

which shows that Christianity still enjoyed some protection under Roman rule.  (cf. Acts 19:30-

31) 

f. Orthodox Jews, trying to disassociate from Paul et al, send Alexander up to speak but he is 

shouted down.  They had lived with the idolatry for many years and were upset at the upset.  
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Alexander wanted to make sure that the mob knew that the Jews did not approve of Paul either.  

(cf. Acts 19:33)   

g. The crowd finds out Alexander is a Jew and then begin chanting.  This repeated chant must have 

sent a chill up the backs of the Christians, including Paul who no doubt could hear it from outside 

the theater.  “The noise must have been deafening. The acoustics of the theater are excellent 

even today and at that time were even better because of bronze and clay sounding vessels placed 

throughout the auditorium.” (Williams)  For two hours they shouted, “Great is Diana of the 

Ephesians!”  

i. This echoes to our own time when people say today, in words, actions, time or dollars spent:  

“Great is my _____!”  If one says, “Great is the Lord Jesus Christ,” they are regarded by many 

as strange.      

h. Considering Rome’s iron-fisted attitude towards such civil disorder, things were rapidly getting 

out of hand.  Town clerk sensibly sends them all home; in Acts 19:37, the clerk specifically said 

that Paul had not blasphemed the goddess Diana.  Paul was on a pro-Jesus campaign more than 

an anti-everything else campaign. 

i. For all the supposed greatness of Diana of the Ephesians, no one worships her today (at least 

directly).  Yet there are millions and millions today who live for and worship Jesus Christ, and 

who would willingly die for Him. Idols and false gods all have expiration dates – Jesus of Nazareth 

lives forever. 

j. God worked mightily in Ephesus, but so did the devil.  This may be one reason why Paul wrote so 

specifically about the spiritual battle each Christian faces against powers of spiritual darkness in 

his letter to the Ephesians (cf. Eph. 6:10-20).  “This chapter teaches us all a permanent lesson: 

that when disciples have a true revival, society gets a revolution.  When the Spirit moves mightily 

upon children of God we may look for other might mighty movements among unbelievers, and 

need not be surprised if the devil himself comes down, having great wrath, as though he knew 

that his time were short.” (Pierson) 

k. “A Christian spirit… disposes a person to be public-spirited.  A man of right spirit is not of a 

narrow, private spirit; but is greatly concerned for the good of the public community to which he 

belongs, and particularly of the town where he dwells.  God commanded the Jews that were 

carried captive to seek the good of the city of Babylon, though it was not their own city, but the 

city which had captivated them...  A Christian spirited man will be also concerned for the good of 

his country, and it disposes him to lay out himself for it... It is spoken of as a thing very provoking 

to God that they were not grieved for the calamities of their country.” (cf. Jer. 29:7, Amos 6:6) 

[Jonathan Edwards] 

i. Amos 6:1, 6, “Woe to you who are at ease in Zion... but are not grieved for the affliction of 

Joseph.” 

4. Take-aways 

a. Demetrius knew what Christianity would mean 
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b. The Orthodox Jews tried to disassociate from Christianity; they had lived / survived with the 

idolatry for many years and were upset at the upset. 

c. Christianity can change culture by changing affections; shut down an industry because no one is 

going 

d. Know when to go into the stadium; Paul 

 

Some statistical facts:  

 FaceBook reported in Q2’13 $1.8 billion 

 Beauty and personal care industry reported $426 billion 2011 

 Movie theaters report $10.8 billion in 2012 

 Movie rental industry reports $4.5 billion in 2012 

 Video game industry reports $67 billion in 2012 

 Tithers make up only 10-25 percent of a normal congregation, but often provide 50 to 80 percent of 

the funding 

 Christians are only giving at 2.5% per capita, while during the Great Depression they gave at a 3.3 

percent rate.  

 

The truth is: Giving is a heart issue, not a money issue.  

 

The larger point is what would happen if believers were to increase their giving to 10 percent?  There 

would be an additional $165 billion for churches to use and distribute. The global impact would be 

phenomenal. Here's just a few things the Church could do with the kind of money:  

 $25 billion could relieve global hunger, starvation and deaths from preventable diseases in five 

years.  

 $12 billion could eliminate illiteracy in five years.   

 $15 billion could solve the world’s water and sanitation issues, specifically at places in the world 

where 1 billion people live on less than $1 per day.   

 $1 billion could fully fund all overseas mission work.  

 $100 – $110 billion would still be left over for additional ministry expansion.   

 

“State of the Plate” 

 Only 10-25 percent of the families in the church, but often provide 50 to 80 percent of the funding. 

 77% of those who “tithe” give 11%-20% or more of their income, far more than the baseline of 10%. 

 97% make it a priority to give to their local church. 

 70% “tithe” based on their gross income, not their net. 

 63% started giving 10% or more between childhood and their twenties 

 Tithers carry much less debt than most people and are financially better off than Christian non-

tithers—80% of tithers have no unpaid credit card bills; 74% have no car payments; 48% own their 

home; and 28% are completely debt-free. 


