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1. Paul’s 3rd missionary tour; Acts 18:23-21:15 

a. Apollos’ story; Apollos was eloquent but lacked the complete teaching.  We’re led to believe that 

his eloquence was so lofty that later in Corinth people seem to be less impressed with Paul's 

simple manner and class themselves as “of Apollos.”  (cf. 1 Cor. 1:12, 2:1, 3:4) 

i. 1 Cor. 1:12, “Now I say this, that each of you says, "I am of Paul," or "I am of Apollos," or "I 

am of Cephas," or "I am of Christ."” 

ii. 1 Cor. 2:1, “And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of 

wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.” 

b. Acts 18:23, “After he had spent some time there, he departed and went over the region of Galatia 

and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.”  Then Acts 19:1, “And it happened, while 

Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus.” 

c. Priscilla and Aquila are still in Ephesus. 

2. The beginning of the Ephesus ministry 

a. Ephesus 

i. Antipater of Sidon, who compiled the list of the Seven Wonders, describes the finished 

temple, “I have set eyes on the wall of lofty Babylon on which is a road for chariots, and the 

statue of Zeus by the Alpheus, and the hanging gardens, and the colossus of the Sun, and the 

huge labour of the high pyramids, and the vast tomb of Mausolus; but when I saw the house 

of Artemis that mounted to the clouds, those other marvels lost their brilliancy, and I said, "Lo, 

apart from Olympus, the Sun never looked on aught so grand.”  450 ft long by 225 ft wide and 

60 ft high, with more than 127 columns. 

b. Paul meets 12 disciples who have only heard of the baptism of John.  For some unknown reason, 

after having been taught by Priscilla and Aquila, Apollos did not teach this in Ephesus; he went on 

to Corinth where the excesses are so well treated. 

c. John v Jesus 

i. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance; 

ii. Jesus’ baptism is to be one of the HS and fire; Mt. 3:11, “I indeed baptize you with water unto 

repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy 

to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

iii. Peter after Cornelius’ conversion; Acts 11:16, “Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how 

He said, 'John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'” 

d. By their reply, these Ephesian disciples showed they didn’t know much about God’s nature as 

revealed in Jesus.  They knew enough to be saved and to be students of Jesus (they were called 
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disciples), but they didn’t know much about all Jesus did for us, especially in His promise to send 

the Holy Spirit when He ascended to heaven.  (cf. Jn. 7:37-39, “On the last day, that great day of 

the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.   He 

who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water."   But 

this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit 

was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”)   The twelve Ephesian disciples believe 

on Jesus, are baptized, and receive the Holy Spirit with His gifts. 

i. Some have suggested that these Ephesian disciples were not actually Christians yet.  The 

problem in this is that they are called “disciples,” which almost always refers to Christians, 

genuine followers of Jesus Christ.  Bruce makes the point: “When the men are called disciples 

without further qualification that seems to mean that they were disciples of Jesus.  Had Luke 

meant to indicate that they were disciples of John the Baptist he would have said so 

explicitly.” 

ii. We can say with certainty that Paul perceived they lacked something of the Holy Spirit in 

their lives.  It is fair for each Christian today to consider if someone were to look at their own 

life, would they notice a conspicuous absence of the Person and power of the Holy Spirit? 

iii. These Ephesian disciples sensed their need to get right with God, and knew the answer was 

in God’s Messiah – but they had gone no further than that. They need to go all the way, to 

trust in everything Jesus is and everything He had done, and to be filled with the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

iv. “Have ye then received the Spirit since you believed?  Beloved, are you now receiving the 

Spirit?  Are you living under his divine influence?  Are you filled with his power?  Put the 

question personally.  I am afraid some professors will have to admit that they hardly know 

whether there be any Holy Ghost; and others will have to confess that though they have 

enjoyed a little of his saving work, yet they do not know much of his ennobling and sanctifying 

influence.” (Spurgeon) 

e. God always wants us to go deeper.  We tend to sip where we could drink deeply; we drink deeply 

where we could wade in, and we wade in where we could plunge in and swim.  Most of us need 

to be encouraged to go deeper and further into the things of the Holy Spirit.  If someone doesn’t 

seem to know if they have the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in their life, it’s fair to 

assume that they don’t have it.  If you have it, you should know it. “Give a man an electric shock, 

and I warrant you he will know it; but if he has the Holy Ghost, he will know it much more.” 

(Spurgeon)  This isn’t something to hope about; we can know - one can know they are filled with 

the Holy Spirit. 

f. 3/5 cases of baptism in the HS speak in tongues (Ephesus, Samaritans, and Pentecost) 

g. The disciples in Ephesus had not even heard of the HS; doesn’t mean that they didn’t have Him in 

their hearts.  They didn’t have the fullness because they hadn’t known what they were missing. 

3. The River from Ezekiel’s vision of the  
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a. Ez. 47:1-9, “Then he brought me back to the door of the temple; and there was water, flowing 

from under the threshold of the temple toward the east, for the front of the temple faced east... 

And when the man went out to the east with the line in his hand, he measured one thousand 

cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the water came up to my ankles.  Again he 

measured one thousand and brought me through the waters; the water came up to my knees. 

Again he measured one thousand and brought me through; the water came up to my waist.  

Again he measured one thousand, and it was a river that I could not cross; for the water was too 

deep, water in which one must swim, a river that could not be crossed.  He said to me, "Son of 

man, have you seen this?" Then he brought me and returned me to the bank of the river.  When I 

returned, there, along the bank of the river, were very many trees on one side and the other.  

Then he said to me: "This water flows toward the eastern region, goes down into the valley, and 

enters the sea. When it reaches the sea, its waters are healed.  And it shall be that every living 

thing that moves, wherever the rivers go, will live. There will be a very great multitude of fish, 

because these waters go there; for they will be healed, and everything will live wherever the river 

goes.” 

b. The river symbolizes life from God and the blessings that flow from his throne.  It is a gentle, safe, 

deep river, expanding as it flows. 

4. Take-aways 

a. Be aware of division and purposely love. 

b. Have you received?  And do you know? 

c. Go deep, don’t wade but plunge! 

d. Ask to receive. 

e. Receive with gratefulness. 

 


