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1. Paul in Rome 

a. Paul under house arrest for 2 years in Rome receiving many visitors and writing letters. 

b. Church traditions suggest that after Paul was released he returned to Judea, then back towards 

Spain.  Eusebius writes, “It is, therefore, recorded that Paul was beheaded in Rome itself, and that 

Peter likewise was crucified under Nero. This account of Peter and Paul is substantiated by the 

fact that their names are preserved in the cemeteries of that place even to the present day.” 

2. Highlights from Church history 

a. State persecution.  The term “martyr” means witness and is used in the New Testament, but 

came to apply only to those who lost their lives because of their faith in Christ.  Ignatius of 

Antioch writes, “I am the wheat of God, let me be ground by the teeth of the wild beasts that I 

may be found pure brew of Christ... I now begin to be a disciple.” (Ignatius Romans) 

i. Nero in 60 AD and the Great Fire in Rome in which Christians were blamed. 

ii. Trajan in 98 AD; Pliny the Younger was sent by the emperor Trajan to the province of Bithynia 

as governor.  During his tenure of office, Pliny encountered Christians, and he wrote to the 

emperor about them. The governor indicated that he had ordered the execution of several 

Christians, “for I held no question that whatever it was they admitted, in any case obstinancy 

and unbending perversity deserve to be punished.”  However, he was unsure what to do 

about those who said they were no longer Christians, and asked Trajan his advice.  The 

emperor responded that Christians should not be sought out, anonymous tips should be 

rejected as “unworthy of our times,” and if they recanted and “worshiped our gods,” they 

were to be freed.  Those who persisted, however, should be punished. 

1. Pliny also complained about the decreased number of people purchasing animals to 

sacrifice and its impact upon the local economy. 

iii. Hadrian in 117 AD; a proven accusation of being a Christian meant death. 

iv. Severus in 193 AD encouraged the enforcement of policies already long-established, which 

meant that Roman authorities did not intentionally seek out Christians, but when people 

were accused of being Christians they would be forced to either curse Jesus and make an 

offering to Roman gods, or be executed. 

v. Caracalla in 211 AD; peace. 

vi. Decius in 250 AD ordered everyone in the Roman Empire to perform a sacrifice to the Roman 

gods and the well-being of the Emperor.  The edict ordered that the sacrifices be performed 

in the presence of a Roman magistrate, and a signed and witnessed certificate be issued to 

that effect.  It was the first time that Christians had faced legislation forcing them to choose 
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between their religious beliefs and death.  This edict lasted only 18 months but created major 

problem of the “lapsed” for the Church.    

1. Era of peace for 40 years which led to considerable laxity of church discipline, the result 

was that upon the Decius’ Edict, “multitudes besieged the magistrates everywhere in their 

eagerness to comply with its demands.” 

vii. Valerian took the throne in 253 AD and wrote two letters.  The first in 257 AD ordered all 

Christian clergy to perform sacrifices to the Roman gods and forbade Christians from holding 

meetings in cemeteries memorializing martyrs.  The second letter the following year ordered 

that bishops and other high ranking church officials were to be put to death and those 

senators and knights who were Christians were to be stripped of their titles and lose their 

property. 

viii. Diocletian's accession in 284 purged the army of Christians and surrounded himself with 

public opponents of Christianity.  In the winter of 302, Galerius urged Diocletian to begin a 

general persecution of the Christians.  Diocletian was wary, and asked the oracle of Apollo for 

guidance whose reply was read as an endorsement of Galerius's position, and a general 

persecution was called on February 24, 303. 

ix. Battle at Milvian Bridge in 312 AD where Constantine saw a vision. 

x. In 313 AD the “Edict of Milan” was signed by Constantine which offered a comprehensive 

acceptance of Christianity bringing an end to persecution. 

b. The fight against heresies; we read in Eccl. 1:9, “That which has been is what will be, That which 

is done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun.” and 2 Pet. 2:1, “But there 

were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who 

will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on 

themselves swift destruction.” 

i. Gnosticism “teaches an equal dualism of good and bad and special knowledge for salvation.”  

Irenaeus’ Against Heresies written in 180 AD leads the fight against the powerful and old 

Gnostic heresy.    

ii. Donatism, “The validity of sacraments depends on character of the minister.”  This heresy 

became a problem around 301 AD during the period of persecution that if a minister was 

involved in a serious enough sin were to baptize a person, that baptism would be considered 

invalid.  There was also disagreement over the treatment of apostates or the “lapsed” from 

the Great Persecution. 

iii. Arianism, “the Son of God did not always exist, but was created by—and is therefore distinct 

from—God the Father.”  This heresy came to prominence around 320 AD.  (Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, Islam, ) 

iv. The Council of Nicea in 325 AD; development of the Nicene Creed which explicitly affirms the 

co-essential divinity of the Son, applying to him the term “consubstantial.”  

1. The 381 version speaks of the Holy Spirit as worshipped and glorified with the Father and 

the Son.  
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2. The Athanasian Creed describes in much greater detail the relationship between Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit.  

3. The Apostles' Creed makes no explicit statements about the divinity of the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, but, in the view of many who use it, the doctrine is implicit in it. 

v. The Council of Ephesus in 431 AD confirmed the original Nicene Creed and condemned the 

teachings of Nestorius. 

vi. The Athanasian Creed was written by Athanasius (Bishop of Alexandria) sometime after 

Ephesus. It is the first creed in which the equality of the three persons of the Trinity is 

explicitly stated. 

vii. The Council of Chalcedon of 451 AD issued the “Chalcedonian Definition,” which repudiated 

the notion of a single nature in Christ, and declared that he has two natures in one person 

and hypostasis, “the completeness of his two natures in one: Godhead and manhood.” 

1. Nestorianism, “Jesus Christ, who is not identical with the Son but personally united with 

the Son, who lives in him, is one hypostasis and one nature: human.  Jesus is two distinct 

persons.”   Settled at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD 

2. Monophysitism, “Jesus has only one nature: divine.”   It was condemned at the Council of 

Chalcedon in 451 AD and mostly contained in the Eastern Church. 

3. Docetism, “Jesus is divine, but only seems to be human.”  Ignatius of Antioch (98 AD) 

wrote against this heresy and it was condemned at the Council of Chalcedon in 451. 

c. The Great Schism of 1054 AD and the fissure has lasted even to this day.  The debate centered on 

the filioque clause, “We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son.  Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.” 

d. Problems of Rome being sacked (Augustine’s City of God), of bad Popes, Mongolians, Arabs and 

Islam (Spanish invasion and the Crusades), Wycliffe, Tyndale, Gutenberg 

e. The Reformation 

i. Luther’s 95 Theses in 1517 AD.  The emphasis for him was salvation by grace through faith, 

not through works, including religious works like the sacraments (7 in Catholicism, 2 in the 

groups that arose in this time). He was initially pretty sympathetic to the Catholic Church.  He 

held to a lot of Catholic tradition in terms of forms of worship, and was closer to Catholicism 

in theology than the Reformed church, like still seeing the Eucharist as a particularly holy act 

with Jesus spiritually present in a special way, even though he also dismissed the Catholic 

belief that Jesus literally became the bread and wine at each mass.  The other big question 

was one of authority, which Luther insisted belonged only to Scripture, although he didn’t 

reject the traditional church’s interpretation unless he directly saw a conflict. 

ii. The Reformed church began with Ulrich Zwingli but is better known by John Calvin who came 

after him.  A much more radical approach, stating that if it wasn’t in the Bible than they 

weren’t going to do it even if it wasn’t contrary to the Bible either (e.g. having organ music).  

The biggest theological emphasis for Calvin was the sovereignty of God, which is why people 
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refer to predestination theology as Calvinism.  (Presbyterian, Huguenots, Church of Scotland, 

Evangelical Free, Christian Missionary Alliance) 

iii. The Anglican church could be said to have come more from political motivations of Henry VIII 

than spiritual because he couldn’t divorce his wife in the Roman Catholic church.  Around 

1536 King Henry VIII's Act of Supremacy makes the king, not the pope, head of the Church of 

England.  (Church of England, Episcopalian, Congregationalist) 

iv. The Anabaptists are usually the forgotten ones when speaking of this time period.  

Anabaptist means “re-baptiser” and they were among the first to point out the lack of explicit 

biblical support for infant baptism though most made no issue of the mode of baptism.  

(Mennonites, Amish, Church of the Brethren) 

f. The modern church 

3. Take aways 

a. Persecution is normal; Mt. 5:11, “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all 

kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.” 

b. Watch how you respond in persecution; 1 Pet. 2:23, “who, when He was reviled, did not revile in 

return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges 

righteously;” 

c. Beware of heresies and false teachers; Eccl. 1:9, “That which has been is what will be, That which 

is done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun.” and 2 Pet. 2:1, “But there 

were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who 

will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on 

themselves swift destruction.” 

d. Know good Biblical doctrine; Mt. 13:52, “Therefore every scribe instructed concerning the 

kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old.” 

i. 1 Tim. 4:6-7, “If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus 

Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully 

followed.  But reject profane and old wives' fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness.” 

ii. 2 Tim. 4:3-4, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according 

to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 

teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 

iii. Christians have really dropped the ball, one college professor said, “When I ask my incoming 

freshmen Qs about, say, the Trinity, 95% of them answer in classical heresies.” 

e. Lax church discipline has bad consequences in tough times; upon the Decius’ Edict, “multitudes 

besieged the magistrates everywhere in their eagerness to comply with its demands.” 

f. Pursue unity; Rom. 14:19, “Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the 

things by which one may edify another.”  And Heb. 12:14-15, “Pursue peace with all people, and 

holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the 

grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become 

defiled;” 


