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1. Living the Red Letters  

a. The inerrancy of the Scriptures. 

i. 2 Tim. 3:16-17, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  

ii. Is. 40:6-8, “The voice said, ‘Cry out!’ And he said, ‘What shall I cry?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all 

its loveliness is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, because the 

breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower 

fades, but the word of our God stands forever.’”  

iii. Mt. 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.” 

iv. Archeology 

1. “all the previously published New Testament papyri (127 of them, published in the last 116 

years), not a single new reading has commended itself as authentic. Instead, the papyri 

function to confirm what New Testament scholars have already thought was the original 

wording or, in some cases, to confirm an alternate reading” [Dr. Wallace] 

2. Dead Sea Scrolls 

3. Textual criticism 

b. The importance and relevance of Jesus’ words to us. 

i. Jn. 6:63, 68, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to 

you are spirit, and they are life... Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have the words of eternal life.” 

ii. Jn. 14:15, 21, 23, “If you love Me, keep My commandments... He who has My commandments 

and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I 

will love him and manifest Myself to him... If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My 

Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” 

iii. Heb. 4:12, “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

c. “In studying the Bible never think that because you do not understand it, therefore it is of no use. 

A truth may be of no use to you just now, but when the circumstances arise in which that truth is 

needed, the Holy Spirit will bring it back to your remembrance. The question is: will you obey 

when He does bring it to remembrance?” [O. Chambers] 



Page | 2  
 

d. “The old Rabbi said, ‘In olden days there were men who saw the face of God.’ ‘Why don't they 

anymore?’ a young student asked. ‘Because, nowadays no one stoops so low,’ he replied.” 

2. The Setting of the SOTM 

a. Mt. 4:23-25, “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the 

people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who 

were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, 

epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes followed Him--from Galilee, and 

from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.” 

b. Many scholars think that Matthew probably recalls Moses' revelation on Mount Sinai (cf. Ex. 

19:3) the One greater than Moses has begun his mission. 

c. That Jesus sat to teach fits the expected patterns of Jewish instruction at that time. Jesus takes 

the role of the scribes, but Matthew also indicates that Jesus is greater than the scribes (cf. Mt. 

7:29). 

d. Jesus' audience is also relevant to Matthew's point. Jesus' ethics specifically address disciples, 

but Jesus also invites those who are not disciples to become disciples and live according to the 

values of God's kingdom. The crowds following Jesus function as at least potential disciples; 

disciples in the Gospel provide models for later believers. Matthew explicitly indicates that Jesus 

taught his disciples but also that the crowds were present, implying that Jesus wanted both to 

hear, calling both to decision (cf. Mt. 7:24-27). 

3. The Sermon on the Mount  

a. The Teacher whom we love 

i. “Jesus is Savior first, then teacher. He came to make us what He teaches we should be. The 

Sermon on the Mount is a statement of the life we will live when the Holy Spirit is having His 

way... The SOTM produces despair in the heart of the natural man, and that is the very thing 

Jesus means to do. Immediately we are willing to come to Jesus as paupers and receive from 

Him.” [O. Chambers] 

ii. The essential difference between the Pharisaism and the teaching of Jesus is that “one was 

the devotion to an idea – the Law; the other was devotion to a Person – the Gospel.” [E.S. 

Jones] 

iii. It is foremost a restored relationship founded on love, then upon teaching. Therefore, the 

lover's attitude is not one of duty, but one of privilege. The sermon is the charter of the 

Christian's liberty, his liberty to go beyond, to do the thing that love impels and not merely 

the thing that duty compels. 

b. SOTM is Jesus’ working philosophy of life. 

i. “Men need nothing in these modern days so much as they need a working philosophy of life – 

an adequate way to live. Loosed from the moorings that have held life, many are now adrift. 

They claim to be free. They have thrown overboard the chart, the compass, the steering 

wheel, and the consciousness of destination. They are free from everything – everything 
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except the rocks, and the storms, and the insufferable absurdity of being tossed from wave to 

wave of mere meaningless emotion... the Sermon on the Mount is the way a Christian will act, 

that it constitutes the technique of being a Christian – it is his working philosophy of life.” [E.S. 

Jones] 

ii. “The Sermon on the Mount seems dangerous. It challenges the whole underlying conception 

on which modern society is built. It would replace it by a new conception, animate it with a 

new motive, and turn it toward a new goal... The secret police of the Modern Economic Order 

might have sent their agents to see if there is anything seditious against their Order in this 

Sermon. There is! This Sermon strikes at the whole selfish competitive idea underlying modern 

economic life, and demands that men cooperate in love or perish in strife. The Military might 

have sent their secret police to see if there was anything seditious against their methods in 

the Sermon. There is! The Sermon challenges the whole conception of force which militarism 

holds, and would substitute the method of love. The churches might have sent representatives 

to see if there is anything seditious against them. There is! Denominationalism often 

expresses itself in ways that are not much more than a church race in competitive armaments. 

It would find the Sermon on the Mount seditious, for it demands that individuals and groups 

and nations lose themselves in cooperation that they may find themselves in a higher 

brotherhood. The Sermon on the Mount was and is seditious. It finally put Jesus on the cross, 

and it will do the same for his followers who follow it in modern life.” [E.S. Jones] 

iii. There is a center to the entire Sermon, “you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is 

perfect.” (cf. Mt. 5:48) The goal is not heaven per se but to be perfected as God is perfect. (cf. 

Eph. 4:11-13, Luke 6:40, Phil. 3:12-14, Col. 1:28-29)  

1. The word “perfection” makes us nervous and fearful that we could never fulfill such an 

expectation. However, it's more about the complete life.  

2. The perfection here is far reaching, both in love and in character & conduct.  

iv. Therefore, “if perfection and not pleasure is to be the goal, then this universe had to be a 

universe of discipline, of pain, and even of hardness. I need this kind of a school if my 

graduation means that. Genius is developed in solitude, but character is made in the stream 

of life, amid buffetings and blessings. I accept the curriculum of this school, for I want its 

possible outcome – character. One of the greatest needs of modern religious life in 

Christendom is discipline. It has been, on the whole, too cheap and easy. The goal of 

perfection would put this much-needed discipline into Christian life.” [E.S. Jones] 

v. The “27 marks” of the perfect life consist  

1. in being poor in spirit,   

2. in mourning,  

3. in being meek,  

4. in hungering and thirsting after righteousness,  

5. in being merciful,  

6. in being pure in heart,  
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7. in being a peacemaker,  

8. in being persecuted for righteousness sake yet rejoicing and being exceeding glad,  

9. in being the salt of the earth,  

10. in being the light of the world,  

11. in having a righteousness that exceeds,  

12. in being devoid of anger with the brother,  

13. in using no contemptuous words,  

14. in allowing no one to hold anything against one,  

15. in having the spirit of quick agreement,  

16. in having no inward lustful thinking,  

17. in being relentless against anything that offends against the Highest,  

18. in having right relations in the home life,  

19. in having truth in speech and attitude,  

20. in turning the other cheek,  

21. in giving the cloak as well,  

22. in going the second mile,  

23. in giving to those who ask, 

24. in not turning away from those who would borrow,  

25. in loving even one's enemies,  

26. in praying for those who persecute you 

4. Take-aways 

a. The Word is absolutely inerrant and relevant. 

b. Jesus’ life greatly attracted multitudes of people. 

c. Jesus’ ministry greatly changed multitudes of people. 

d. Jesus is foremost our Savior then the Teacher whom we love. 

e. Christianity is a devotion to a Person not an idea. 

f. Our attitude should be one of privilege not duty. 

g. The SOTM is Jesus’ working philosophy of life; it is the technique of being a Christian. 

h. The SOTM was and is seditious; it finally put Jesus on the cross, and it will do the same for his 

followers who follow it in modern life. 

i. There is a center to the SOTM, “you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 

 

 


