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1. Review 

a. “The beatitudes do not leave us gazing at heaven; they end up leaving us gazing at a scarred and 

warring earth... This purity, then, is not a purity that builds walls of separation about itself by 

taboos and exclusions it is not a protected purity; it is a purifying force. It is not like the water that 

would throw round itself banks of exclusion and end in being a stagnant and festering pool; 

rather it is like the running brook that keeps pure by its very purifying.” [Jones] 

2. Mt. 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 

a. This is not “peaceable” but “peace-makers.” “The renounced in spirit and the pure in heart are 

not called the sons of God until they become lovingly aggressive and become peacemakers.” 

[Jones] Jesus is referring to those who actively intervene to make peace. The natural approach is 

to watch strife from the sidelines, or argue and then gossip. The divine approach is to take 

positive action toward creating peace, even if it means taking abuse and invective. 

i. 1 Jn. 4:19, “We love Him because He first loved us.” 

b. Peace making 

i. Open up the door for respectful, non-personal communication. 

ii. Turn to scripture as the authority for resolving the conflict. 

iii. Pursue harmony and unity in finding a solution. 

iv. Clearly communicate the resolution in an unbiased way. 

c.  “The followers of Jesus have been called to peace. When He called them they found their peace, 

for He is their peace... But nowhere will that peace be more manifest than where they meet the 

wicked in peace and are ready to suffer at their hands. The peacemakers will carry the cross with 

their Lord, for it was on the cross that peace was made. Now that they are partners in Christ’s 

work of reconciliation, they are called the sons of God as He is the Son of God” [D. Bonhoeffer] 

d. “And he sometimes putteth himself between the two, when they are very angry, and taketh the 

blows from both sides, for he knows that so Jesus did, who took the blows from his Father and 

from us also, that so by suffering in our stead, peace might be made between God and man.” [C. 

Spurgeon] 

e. “Those who strive to prevent contention, strife, and war; who use their influence to reconcile 

opposing parties, and to prevent lawsuits and hostilities in families and neighborhoods. Every 

man may do something of this; and no man is more like God than he who does it. There ought not 

to be unlawful and officious interference in that which is none of our business; but without any 

danger of acquiring this character, every man has many opportunities of reconciling opposing 

parties. Friends, neighbors, people of influence, lawyers, physicians, ministers of the gospel, may 
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do much to promote peace. And it should be taken in hand in the beginning. “The beginning of 

strife,” says Solomon, “is like the letting out of water.” Long and most deadly quarrels might often 

be prevented by a little kind interference in the beginning.” [Barnes] 

i. Prov. 17:14, “The beginning of strife is like releasing water; therefore stop contention before a 

quarrel starts.” 

f. Peacemaking between man and man 

i. 1 Cor. 6:1-7, “Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the 

unrighteous, and not before the saints? Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? 

And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Do 

you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life? If 

then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to this life, do you appoint those who 

are least esteemed by the church to judge? I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a 

wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to judge between his brethren? But 

brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers! Now therefore, it is already 

an utter failure for you that you go to law against one another. Why do you not rather accept 

wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated?” 

g. Peacemaking between man and God 

i. “This purified, loving aggression is often looked on by non-Christians as religious imperialism, 

a zeal for proselytism and a desire to manage other people's souls in their supposed interests. 

Hence, they say, there should be no conversions in religion. Let us admit that this beautiful 

spirit of reconciliation and peacemaking has often been corrupted into religious imperialism, 

into fussy intrusions, into proselytism that would compass land and sea to make one more 

proselyte. But while we repudiate these we must not let go this passion for sharing that lies at 

the heart of the gospel. It is not written merely in the commands of Jesus to go and share, it is 

written in the very constitution and make-up of the Christian soul. He cannot help it if he is to 

be Christian, for no life is Christian that is not Christianizing.” [Jones] 

h. “But this loving aggression pays the penalties of love and finds itself "persecuted" for this loving 

righteousness' sake.” [Jones] 

i. “It is the devil who is a troublemaker; it is God who loves reconciliation and who now through his 

children, as formerly through his only begotten Son, is bent on making peace.” [J. Stott] 

j. Peacemakers are rewarded by being recognized as true children of God, sharing His passion for 

peace and reconciliation, the breaking down of walls between people. 

3. Mt. 5:10, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.” 

a. To persecute means literally to pursue or follow after. Here it means to vex, or oppress one, on 

account of his religion. 

b.  “The peacemakers must get used to the sight of their own blood.” [Jones] 

c.  “The beatitude, ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted’ adds something to ‘Blessed are the 

peacemakers’ that was really necessary to complete the character. It is one thing to be a 
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peacemaker, it is another thing to continue to be a peacemaker amid persecution. It is well that 

the peacemaker should know something of un-peace for himself. For, if he can have peace within 

amid the persecutions, he is then indeed a peacemaker. His peacemaking needs persecution to 

make his continued peacemaking authoritative and effective, for no man can speak on peace with 

moral authority unless he speaks out of the experience of peace amid disturbedness.” [Jones] 

i. Jesus speaks peace through the blood of the cross, we also speak peace through blood of our 

own cross. 

d. Phil. 1:27-30, “Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and 

see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel, and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, 

which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God. For to you it has 

been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, having 

the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.” 

i. Persecution discourages and suppresses, it brings feelings of isolation and hopelessness 

which in turn erodes resolve. We have one another to battle the effects of persecution, by 

drawing strength in standing firm in one spirit. Our unity in Christ as a fellowship of believers 

is the weapon to defeat the persecution that is being meted out. 

ii. If our salvation is a gift of grace, so then is our suffering. Jesus told the disciples in His 

farewell discourse of the book of John that their suffering would identify them with Christ. 

Our suffering because of our righteousness preaches Christ to the world without our saying a 

word. 

iii. In times of weakness when our own resolve may fade, we need the ministry of fellow 

believers to strengthen and renew our passion for Christ. 

e. Persecution is not only known by God but confirms our identity in Christ. (cf. Jn. 15:18-25)  

f. Mark 8:35-38, “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My 

sake and the gospel's will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and 

loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of 

Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be 

ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” 

g. 1 Thess. 3:4, “For, in fact, we told you before when we were with you that we would suffer 

tribulation, just as it happened, and you know.” 

i. “We all know, in a general way that this word “tribulation” which occurs not seldom  in 

Scripture and in the Liturgy, means affliction, sorrow, anguish, but it is quite worth our while 

to know how it means this, and to question the word a little closer. It is derived from the Latin 

“tribulum”—that word signifying the thrashing instrument, or roller, by which the Roman 

separated the corn from the husks; and “tribulatio,” in its primary significance, was the act of 

this separation. But some Latin writer of the Christian Church appropriated the word and 

image for the setting forth of a higher truth; and sorrow, and distress, and adversity being the 

appointed means for the separating in men of their chaff from their wheat, of whatever in 
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them was light, and trivial, and poor, from the solid and the true, therefore he called these 

sorrows and griefs, “tribulations,” threshings, that is, of the inner spiritual man.” [Richard 

Chenevix Trench] 

h. “The world will be offended at them and so the disciples will be persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake. Not recognition, but rejection, is the reward they get from the world for their message and 

works... ...while Jesus calls them blessed, the world cries: “Away with them, away with them!” 

Yes, but whither? To the kingdom of heaven. “Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your 

reward in heaven.” There shall the poor be seen in the halls of joy... God wipes away the tears 

from the eyes of those who had mourned upon earth. He feeds the hungry at his Banquet. There 

stand the scarred bodies of the martyrs, now glorified and clothed in the white robes of eternal 

righteousness instead of the rags of sin and repentance. The echoes of this joy reach the little 

flock below as it stands beneath the cross, and they hear Jesus saying: “Blessed are ye!”” [D. 

Bonhoeffer] 

i. “Jesus said that the renounced in spirits have the kingdom of heaven and the persecuted 

peacemakers have the kingdom of heaven why did He repeat this? Well, the kingdom of heaven 

only really belongs to the renounced in spirit as they become the persecuted peacemakers. That 

is, it is possessed not by negation – the renounced in spirit, but by affirmation – the loving 

aggression of the persecuted peace-sharers. The kingdom of heaven is not renunciation, but 

renunciation in order to reconciliation.” [Jones] 

4. Mt. 5:11-12, “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against 

you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

a. Blessed are you, no longer “those.” 

b. They will revile and reproach you, call you evil and contemptuous names; ridicule you because 

you are Christians. They said that Jesus was a Samaritan with a devil, that He was mad and 

mocked even during His death on the cross. But He did not revile back. 

i. 1 Pet. 2:23, “when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not 

threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously...” 

ii. 1 Cor. 4:12-13, “Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; being defamed, we 

entreat. We have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things until now.” 

c. All kinds of evil against you falsely. 1 Pet. 3:13-18, “And who is he who will harm you if you 

become followers of what is good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are 

blessed. "AND DO NOT BE AFRAID OF THEIR THREATS, NOR BE TROUBLED." But sanctify the Lord 

God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for 

the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they 

defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is 

better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered 

once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh 

but made alive by the Spirit,” 
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i. Malicious lies invented to disgrace Christ and His church; seditious persons, enemies of the 

state and the public good, guilty of sacrilege, incest, murder, etc. 

ii. Highlights again the role of peacemakers, at least within the Church. 

d. “It is not enough for one to be a peacemaker and be persecuted for his pains. He must know 

something of the meaning of the third, namely to "rejoice and be exceeding glad" amid the 

persecuted peacemaking. The thesis is the peace- maker, the antithesis is the persecution of the 

peacemaker, the synthesis is the joyous, persecuted peacemaker the Happy Warrior.” [Jones] 

e. “In this last beatitude Jesus says that the kingdom of pain also belongs to you. For those who 

follow this, way do not merely bear pain, or escape it, or submit to it they use it!” [Jones] Image 

of eagle setting his wings in such a way as to use the storm to rise up above it. The beatitudes 

teach us how to set our wings.  

i. Pain can either dull or drive us. 

ii. Æolian harp; when the storm raged, then from the harp came exquisite melody turning its 

fury into melody 

f. “The secret of this last beatitude is in the first Beatitude. You overcome the pains of life by 

anticipating them beforehand. You inflict upon yourself the supreme pain of a self-renunciation 

what can lesser pain do after that?” [Jones] 

g. “The bird on the twig of the tree when the storm tries to shake it off says, ‘All right shake me off. 

I’ve still got wings.’” [Jones] 

h. Notice the all-important reason for this persecution – “for My sake.” All of this is done for the 

love of a holy Person; this is not the duty of a religious devotee, but the privilege of a lover.  

i. This grants us a greater freedom and liberty than those under law and rigor, and yet it’s more 

compelling and further reaching. The letter of law has set limits, love just goes on and on. 

ii. The crown of martyrdom has been thought to be the brightest that any of the redeemed shall 

wear. 

i. The honor of being a Jesus-name-bearer. Not just righteousness, which is linked in relationship in 

the previous verse, but in identifying with Jesus of Nazareth. 

i. Acts, 4:12, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” 

ii. Phil. 2:10, “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on 

earth, and of those under the earth,” 

iii. Mt. 10:32-33, “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My 

Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My 

Father who is in heaven.” 

j. The long line of persecuted is briefly summarized in Hebrews 11. 

k. And again, Mark 8:35, “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for My sake and the gospel's will save it.” 

5. Take-aways 

a. Peacemakers are lovingly aggressive who actively intervene to make peace  
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b. Peace between men and man & God  

c. Peacemaking can be costly  

d. Persecution & tribulation are promised to us 

e. The community of believers renews our faith, hope and love giving us courage.  

f. Being reviled, He did not revile or threaten  

g. When the storm comes, set your wings  

h. It is an honor to bear the name of Jesus  

i. There awaits a crown of glory and His rest  

 

 


