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1. Review 

a. r 

i. q 

2. “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good 

for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” Mt. 5:13 

a. Salt saves from putrefaction and insipidity (i.e. dull or sluggish). 

i. Christians’ lives bring a halt to moral putrefaction within society. 

ii. The gospel is the greatest adventure in life and provides worth-whileness to living. The gospel 

is irrepressibly hopeful. Jesus puts taste into life.  

1. There is a “futilitarianism” that has spread over men’s souls. 

b. By bringing down the blessing of God in answer to our prayers, and by our influence and 

example, we save the world from universal vice and crime. 

c. We’re used to our chemical salt (NaCl), but in eastern countries the salt that was used was 

impure, mingled with vegetable or earthy substances, so that it might lose the whole of its 

saltiness, and a considerable quantity of earthy matter remain. 

i. “Indeed, it is a well-known fact that the salt of this country, when in contact with the ground, 

or exposed to rain and sun, does become insipid and useless. From the manner in which it is 

gathered, much earth and other impurities are necessarily collected with it. Not a little of it is 

so impure that it cannot be used at all, and such salt soon effloresces and turns to dust - not 

to fruitful soil, however. It is not only good for nothing itself, but it actually destroys all fertility 

wherever it is thrown; and this is the reason why it is cast into the street. There is a sort of 

verbal verisimilitude in the manner in which our Lord alludes to the act: ‘it is cast out’ and 

‘trodden under foot;’ so troublesome is this corrupted salt, that it is carefully swept up, carried 

forth, and thrown into the street. There is no place about the house, yard, or garden where it 

can be tolerated. No man will allow it to be thrown on to his field, and the only place for it is 

the street, and there it is cast to be trodden underfoot of men.” [Maundrell] 

d. Lev. 2:13, “And every offering of your grain offering you shall season with salt; you shall not allow 

the salt of the covenant of your God to be lacking from your grain offering. With all your offerings 

you shall offer salt.” 

e. If a seasoning has no flavor, it has no value. If Christians make no effort to affect the world 

around them, they are of little value to God. If we are too much like the world, we are worthless. 

Christians should not blend in with everyone else. Instead, we should affect others positively, just 

as seasoning brings out the best flavor in food. 
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f. The action of salt is silent, hidden and unseen. The work is to be inward and pervasive before 

being outward. No man can shine in obviousness unless he is willing to permeate in obscurity. 

Many of us would like to be light, but we are unwilling to work like salt, unseen, unnoticed, and 

unapplauded. 

g. Luke 17:20-21, “Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, 

He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they 

say, 'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you."” 

3. “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp 

and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your 

light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Mt. 

5:14-16 

a. The action of light is open and manifest. It renders objects visible, shows their form, their nature, 

their beauties, their deformities. All Christians are lights of the world, because by their 

instructions and example, they show: what God requires, what is the condition of man, what is 

the way of duty, peace, and happiness, the way that leads to heaven. 

b. Jn. 8:12, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the 

light of life.” 

c. Dan. 12:3, “Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who 

turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.” 

d. Jn. 1:4-5, “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not comprehend it.” 

e. Let your holy life, your pure conversation, and your faithful instructions, be everywhere seen and 

known. Always, in all societies, in all business, at home and abroad, in prosperity and adversity, 

let it be seen that you are real Christians. 

f. How do we our light? 

i. Being quiet when we should speak. 

ii. Going along with the crowd. 

iii. Denying the light. 

iv. Letting sin dim our light. 

v. Not explaining our light to others. 

vi. Ignoring the needs of others.  

g. Keep take care to keep your light. 

i. Mt. 25:1-7, “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps 

and went out to meet the bridegroom. Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in 

their vessels with their lamps. But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and 

slept. "And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet 

him!' Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.” 
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h. The motive is not to be seen, but inevitable they will be seen. Mt. 6:1, “Take heed that you do not 

do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from 

your Father in heaven.” 

i. Gatekeepers 

j. Sunrises, sunsets and eclipses. There are different times in our lives that produce different kinds 

of atmospheric light. 

k. God gets the glory. Our light, our works, etc. lead and point others to Him. 

4. “Lilies that fester smell worse than weeds.” [Shakespeare] 

a. Amazing Race 

b. The Christianity of the present day is hurt by a desire to be light coupled with an unwillingness to 

be salt. It is suffering from an outwardism that is more interested in statistics than in states of 

heart and mind. 

c. Tasteless religion gets tossed out onto the streets. 

d. Light under a basket is useless. 

5. Take-aways 

a. The influence of Christian character is to be both a silent, hidden and pervasive thing reaching 

into the very fiber of men's thought and outlook; and it is to be open, lighting the outer life of 

men and their affairs. 

b. As salt, Christians prevent moral  decay  

c. As salt, Christians prevent dullness  

d. We are the light of the world.  

e. Keep our lives clean so the light may shine  

f. Not for our glory or fame, but HIS  

g. Use the light to keep watch and protect  

h. Different times of our life shine differently  

i. Tasteless religion gets tossed out into the streets. 

j. You are salt and light  

 

 

shame, fear,  


